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WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER

We hope you enjoy reading the newsletter. If you have an idea for a future article or
perhaps you would like to contribute to the next issue please do get in touch with us:
committee@ottershawsociety.org

VILLAGE CAROL SINGING
Join us in the usual place outside the village shops Sat 17th Dec at 11.00am. Bring along
your friends and neighbours to join us in Carol Singing, fortified with a glass of mulled
wine and a mince pie!

There will be a collection for the Sam Beare Hospice. This event promises to be a very
pleasant start to the Christmas Festivities, we hope to see you there.

TALKS FOR THE 2016-2017 SEASON
Brook Memorial Hall, Brox Road, Ottershaw.  All talks begin at 8:00pm. 

Everybody is welcome to these events.  There is a fee of £1 for members and £2 for non-
members paid at the door, to cover the speakers’ expenses and cost of refreshments.

We hope you have had a wonderful Summer! In this
edition we find out about two very special Ottershaw
residents and their sporting achievements!
Plus Ottershaw Society stalwart Hannah Lane invites us
into her life with a fascinating interview and we conclude
our serialisation of Ottershaw’s Public Houses - Past &
Present finishing with The Plough Inn & The Gardeners
Arms.
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The singing will be led by
Brian Seymour with
other folk from Christ
Church. Dave Fisher will
be accompanying us on
the keyboard.

22 November 2016 
“The Lightbox, Woking (Woking’s 
Museum)” by Pru Chambers

24 January 2017
“Ghosts of Hampton 
Court” by Sarah Slater

28 February 2017
“The Maverick Builder of 2 Local 
Masterpieces; The Royal 
Holloway College and Holloway 
Sanatorium” by Shelia Binns

28 March 2017
“No Sails, no engines, 
just muscle” by Chris 
Martin

mailto:committee@ottershawsociety.org


MURRAY HOUSE PLAY AREA
by Mark Burgess

“It’s made such a difference to the area
and has made it so more appealing to
users of the space” said Ottershaw Society
committee member Mark Burgess who
originally contacted Chris Dulley at
Runnymede BC Green Space Team to make
enquiries about the area getting a spruce-
up. “We’d like to extend our thanks to
Chris and the Council and also to Cllr Ifti
Chaudhri who was fully supportive of the
work going ahead”. The work started in
July and took around 4 weeks to complete,
giving the area a new lease of life following
Runnymede BC’s decision to no longer put
the land the play area is on up for sale.
Mark continues to be in contact with Chris
regarding the possibility of the fencing
around the play area being replaced
should funds allow, but in the meantime
it’s great to see the area proving so
popular!
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CAN YOU HELP US?
We can always do with more help. The
Committee is still urgently looking for
someone to act as Secretary.

Please speak to Roger Pashley 01932-
872211 if you want to know more about
what this job involves.

COMMUNICATION UPDATE
We are always searching for new,
interesting and relevant content for use
either in the newsletter or on our social
media sites. Please do feel free to get in
touch with anything that you would like to
share with the village and beyond – we
love to receive content and be kept busy.

Email: committee@ottershawsociety.org
or contact us through our Facebook page.

www.facebook.com/ottershawsociety www.ottershawsociety.org

We reported in our Spring newsletter that the Murray House play area in Palmer
Crescent was waiting to receive its long-awaited makeover. The great news is that the
work has now been completed and the area is looking a real treat with a noticeable
increase in the number of people using it. The work saw the existing play equipment
stripped down and repainted
with all of the old wooden
panels replaced with bright
and cheerful polypropylene
panels. The benches and
flooring in the play area also
had an overhaul.

The rejuvenated Murray House play area in 
Palmers Crescent

The play area prior to its makeover



www.facebook.com/ottershawsociety www.ottershawsociety.org 4 | Page

BELLRINGING IN OTTERSHAW
By Peter Binns, Tower Captain,
Christ Church, Ottershaw
Christ Church, Ottershaw, was built in 1864
with a steeple at the west end of the
church. 20 years later the tower and peal
of six bells were presented by William
Gibb of Sheerwater Court, in memory of
his father. The tower was designed by John
Oldred Scott, son of George Gilbert Scott,
the church’s architect and the bells were
dedicated on 21 May 1886, so they are
now 130 years old!

The six bells were cast by bell founders
John Taylor & Co of Loughborough in the
key of F and are the second heaviest ring
of six in Surrey. The heaviest bell weighs
16cwt, 2qtr &14lb (or 844.44kg) and in
total the bells weigh 2 tons,16cwt,2qtr &
14lb (or 2,825.39kg) – quite a lot of metal
to have swinging about some 60 to 70 feet
above ground! The bells were rehung on
ball bearings by Gillett and Johnston of
Croydon in 1932, which made them easier
to ring. They sit in the bell chamber at the
top of the tower and the ringing chamber
is immediately below them. Below that is
the organ, which was re-sited to the west
end of the church after the fire in 1994.

There has always been a band of bell
ringers at Christ Church Ottershaw
throughout the 130 years (although
ringing was interrupted by law and by
absence on duty, during both World Wars).
The band has trouped happily up the 40+
steps to the ringing chamber to practise,
to call the congregation to prayer, ring
brides and grooms from the church and to
take part in peals, quarter peals, striking
competitions and special occasions. (For
example Magna Carta 800th , HM Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee and 90th birthday,
Church birthdays, BBC Music Days etc.)

Our longest serving ringer is Roger Pashley
who has been ringing here for nearly 60
years. Peter Binns, the Tower Captain, has
been ringing for over 40 years and started
ringing here in 1986. Bill Matthews, Hugh
and Jake Towie joined us in the 90’s and
Nick Springall joined us when he was
merely ‘tall for his age’ as opposed to just
being tall! In the last few years we have
welcomed Gordon Cox (a rookie!), Mark
Harding and Peter King – a very
experienced ringer who moved to the
area. David West (Eileen’s son) still rings
with us from time to time despite having
moved as far away as Weybridge!

Our band! Almost all together for
once!

From left to right: Nick, Hugh, Bill,
Gordon, Jake, Peter, Mark and Roger
with the Parsons Cup for the most
improved tower in Chertsey District
2014
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Roger and David are links to something of
a ‘golden era’, when all the Pashleys
(Roger, Mary, Stephen and Jacqueline)
rang in the band with Jack Regin, Simon
and Roger Grieve, ringing much more
complex ‘methods’ than we do now. After
moving away, Simon and Roger used to
join us for Christmas and Easter ringing
when on filial visits to their parents in Row
Town. Stephen still joins us occasionally
when visiting from Scotland.

That band hark back to others, of course,
like Jack’s brother Alan (now a celebrated
ringer), Paul Feast and Alan Ladd who rang
here from the 60’s onward. All of these
previous ringers now ring at towers across
the country, from Leeds to Cornwall and
most now run their own tower. That says
something for Roger’s training then and he
has continued to train our new ringers
since.

Six of our previous ringers rang a peal
(over 5,000 ‘changes’) for the 100th
anniversary of the consecration of the
bells (1886 -1986) and returned in 2014 to
ring another peal to celebrate the church’s
150th birthday. Peals such as these last
about 3 hours and are often recorded on
sign written peal boards in the ringing
chamber. Our earliest known peal was in
1929 by this band.

Does anyone remember Stephen or David
Sleet, Milly Thompson, Hubert J Chaffey,
Herbert Hancock or Frederick Wallace?

So what is the appeal of bellringing?

The mental and physical challenges? Its
esoteric/eccentric nature? The effective
permission to make a noise? Service to the
church? Keeping a tradition alive? The
camaraderie, in the home tower and the
rest of the country? Probably something
of each of those. It is a physical challenge
to raise a bell from its stable ‘mouth down’
resting position to the less stable ‘mouth
up’ ringing state; it’s a co-ordination
challenge to then ring your bell in its
correct place in each sequence (‘change’)
without clashing or leaving too big a gap;
it’s a mental challenge to make sure you
are following your correct ‘path’ through
the ‘method’ (music); it is a minority
activity (say a dozen ringers in a parish, but
there’s always room for another, so come
along!) and a mystery to non-ringers; it
does make a noise but we hope it is joyful
and pleasing; it does serve the church,
proclaiming its existence and marking high
days and holy days. ‘Change’ ringing has a
300 or so year history and is a uniquely
English art – though exported to a few
places in Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Canada,
USA, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa
and India. Lastly there is a real
camaraderie – towers often lend ringers to
other towers in case of shortage, towers
may visit other towers to practice and a
ringer is always made welcome if visiting
another tower (there’s always one near
you if you are in England) and 'offered a
rope’ to join in and maybe an invitation to
‘take refreshment’ after practice – both
are opportunities to improve your ringing!
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Bell music (‘methods’) is simple, only 5, 6,
8, or more rarely 10 or 12 notes, to worry
about! BUT it is the band of 5, 6, 8 ringers
that is the instrument and each must co-
ordinate precisely with the others. Luckily
the ‘music’ is governed by two rules: notes
are all the same length and a bell may only
move one place in the ringing order on
each sequence or ‘change’ – either
towards the beginning of the order or
towards the end - or it may stay in the
same place in the order. The object of
each piece of music is to start and end in
sequence (1,2,3….) and to so vary the
changes in between as to avoid the
repetition of any one sequence.
Mathematically there is a limit to how
many such changes can be made: 120
(5x4x3x2) on 5 bells; 720 on 6; 5,040 on 7;
40,320 on 8…… The composer of a method
has to devise the rules (simpler the
better!) that enables a ringer to weave his
or her way through all the other ringers to
get back ‘home’.

So there you have it, bell ringing in a
nutshell. “But surely there’s more to it
than that?” Yes there is, but to find out
more, come to a practice night – 8pm on
Wednesdays.

Looking forward to seeing you! 

THANK YOU
Special thanks go to all of our guest writers
in this edition, we hope you enjoy reading
about their articles.

Also a very special mention goes to Mr
Roger Pashley and Mrs Hannah Lane who
have once again provided the beautiful
photography of the village we have
featured in this newsletter.

OTTERSHAW SOCIETY AGM
27 SEPTEMBER 2016
The AGM approved the Annual Report and
Accounts (see website to see a copy) and
heard about the Society’s activities and
the planning issues that had arisen over
the last year. There was a lively discussion
on the proposed new Local Plan and, in
particular, the objections to the removal of
Ottershaw land from the Green Belt. The
following 7 Members were elected to
serve on the Committee for 2016/2017:
Mark Burgess, Graham Mitson, Roger
Pashley, Angela and James Robinson, Brian
Williams and Trevor Young.

DO YOU

KNOW

WHERE

THIS IS?

The answer

is on

Page 17.

150th birthday peal ringers.  

From left to right - Simon, Jack, Roger, Paul Feast, 

Alan Ladd and Alan Regin.
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FROM OTTERSHAW TO RIO
(AND BACK AGAIN)

the water and, along with lots of people with impairments, the security that went with it. She
first joined Woking Swimming Club before then moving to Guildford City Swimming Club at the
age of twelve.

In 2010 she was scouted through the 'Playground to Podium' initiative, a British system of
spotting sporting talent in young people with a disability. After being classified as S12 in 2011,
she went on to win a silver and bronze medal at the 2011 IPC European Championships, in
Berlin. In 2012 Hannah took part in the 2012 British Championships, winning a gold and silver
medal, as well as breaking the European record in the S12 class 100m backstroke, with a time of
1:09.52.

Although stating that she was set on qualifying for the 2016 Summer Paralympics in Rio,
Hannah's results were good enough to make the Team GB 2012 swimming team for the Games
in London. At 16 years old, she was one of the youngest members of the team, and was entered
into five S12 events. In her first event, the 400m freestyle she swam a personal best of 4:38.60
to take the silver, her first Paralympic medal. Hannah also went on to win a bronze, in the 100m
butterfly.

With an already impressive set of world records and growing medal haul, Hannah entered her
first IPC Swimming World Championships in 2013, when she travelled to Montreal as part of
Team GB. There she won five medals, a bronze, three silvers and Gold in the 100m backstroke.
Over the next 3 years competing at the IPC Swimming World Championships Hannah went on to
win an impressive collection of medals; 3 Gold, 8 Silver and 1 Bronze.

Despite having a genetic condition (which has deteriorated over the last five years) at the Rio
Paralympic Games this summer Hannah achieved her life ambition in winning two Golds and a
Bronze medal in the pool. She won the gold medal in the 100m backstroke with the time of
1:06:06 earning her the World Record. Since returning from Rio, Hannah has very much been in
high demand. But true to her roots she still made time to pop into her local pub and visit the
children at Ottershaw CofE Infant & Junior Schools as well as her old school Gordons!

Congratulations Hannah for all that you have achieved, you are an inspiration to both young 
and old and we wish you every success for the future!

British Paralympic swimmer, Hannah Russell was
born in Ottershaw, Surrey in 1996 with a condition
known as extreme myopia, which restricts her
vision to a distance of around one metre. Coming
from a sporting background, Hannah’s parents were
keen for her to find a sport that she enjoyed. Her
visual impairment restricted the types of sport she
could get involved in and at the age of 5 swimming
became her passion; she fell in love with the feel of
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FROM LAND'S END TO JOHN 
O'GROATS
By Russ Stephens

This year I reached a certain age and
decided in a mad moment to take up a
challenge and raise money for charity. I
decided to attempt to cycle from Land’s
End to John O’Groats, the most iconic cycle
route in Britain. Regarding which charity
to support I found out that The Prostate
Project raised money for the St Luke’s
Cancer Centre at The Royal Surrey Hospital
in Guildford. This was the place where I
had my prostate cancer successfully
treated 3 years ago. I entered the Deloitte
Ride across Britain (RAB). This consists of
cycling 969 miles in 9 days, sleeping in
tents most of the time. From what I had
heard all one had to do was push the
pedals, as everything else would be taken
care of.

Day 1: Land’s End to Oakhampton.

Cycled 107.9 miles and 7,748 feet.

Thankfully it was not raining and the wind
had dropped when I was woken at 5:30 to
begin the adventure. The ride started with
some of the toughest climbs of the entire
route but I was rewarded with views of St.
Michael’s Mount and Bodmin Moor with
the famous China clay pits. All the time, I
was hitting the short, steep hills and
descents that Cornwall and Devon are so
famous for. After having stopped at two pit
stops for the loo and refreshments, I
arrived with some relief at Oakhampton
Showground.

Day 2: Oakhampton to Bath.

Cycled 111.4 miles and 7,371 feet.

Having skirted the edge of Dartmoor, rode
up the Exe valley, crossed the Quantock
Hills and finally climbed through Cheddar
Gorge I arrived at Bath University. These
first two days were the toughest of the
whole ride so I was glad to get them under
my belt. I had a proper bed and en-suite
shower to use. What bliss!

Day 0: Land’s
End
I arrived at Land’s
End base camp
to be met by a
large camping
site, over 800
two man tents, a
very large
marquee and
other associated
tents, situated
very close to the
hotel.

There were about 650 cyclists plus 150
support staff. The wind was very strong,
but in the right direction!! and rain was
forecast. It felt that something
extraordinary was about to happen. After
being well fed with five star food, I crawled
into my tent with some trepidation.
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Day 3: Bath to Ludlow.

Cycled 99.7 miles and 5,951 feet.

I crossed the Severn Bridge into Wales, but
only for a short distance before entering
the Forest of Dean back in England. I went
through the beautiful Wye valley finishing
at Ludlow Racecourse. I was informed that
I was the oldest on the ride! Back in a tent
from now on.

Day 4: Ludlow to Haydock.

Cycled 109.9 miles and 2,311 feet.

Leaving Ludlow, the ride crossed the edge
of the Stipperstones before hitting the
Shropshire and Cheshire plains. It was then
quite flat around Knutsford, before it came
more urban. I crossed the toll bridge over
the Manchester Ship Canal, which was
quite impressive, before arriving at
Haydock Racecourse in terrestrial rain,
with thunder and lightning thrown in. (This
was the only rain experienced on the
whole ride).

Day 5: Haydock to Penrith.

Cycled 70.7 miles and 2,423 feet.

The scenery improved passed Wigan and
Preston. It was a hot day (25C), and by the
time I reached the second pit-stop, I was
getting dizzy. I was informed that I was
dehydrated. Considering it was a hot day
and there was the long Shap Fell climb still
to climb, I decided to call it a day.

Day 6: Penrith to Hamilton.

Cycled 57.7 miles and 1,589 feet.

I had fantastic views of the Lowthorpe Hills
before crossing the border into Scotland,
passing through Gretna Green, Lockerbie,
and climbing up Beattock, when my body
decided it had had enough. I was very
disappointed to abandon the ride, but at
least I had made it to Scotland!

The best part was taking part, being part
of the experience and being able to raise
over £1400 for my chosen charity. The
worst part was getting in and out of the
tent.

Would I do it again? Probably not!

If you would like to sponsor Russ
following his amazing accomplishment,
the link to donate on-line is:

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/rus
sstephens1
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THE PLOUGH INN & THE GARDENER’S ARMS
By Hannah Lane

The Guildford Road was an important major road from Chertsey to Guildford. Its crossing
with the roads to Chobham and Weybridge at the hamlet of Chertsey Lane End (the
present roundabout in the village) provided plenty of travellers ready for refreshments
between towns. The demand for refreshments increased even more with the coming of
the railway towns of Addlestone and Woking on these old routes, and the growing
number of labourers on the rapidly expanding market gardens opening up to supply the
London markets. Hence 3 pubs were established around this crossroads in the C19th.

The Plough Inn, Guildford Road

After the Walkers various members of the Field family were the landlords for the next 60
years. Mr. Fred Terry, a cobbler, had a shack joined to the Inn on the north side where he
carried out his trade from 1931 (when he moved here from the Gardeners Arms) up to
1958. The bay windows on the left were the butcher’s shop, first open by C.A., S.C.J & L.
Baily, butchers of Church Hill in c1925. It was then run by William Leonard Frusher when
he became the licensee in the 1930s. He closed the shop before WW2, most likely after
another butcher opened in the new parade of shops next to the Social Club. William
continued to run the pub until it closed for the last time on New Year’s Eve 1964. After
the building was demolished, Shell Petroleum Co. built a small petrol station, but by 1982
it had ceased trading and the site was derelict. They built the present petrol station in
1989.

Gardeners Arms Inn, Guildford Road

The Plough had opened as a beer house by 1841,
by the Walkers (William and Ann), who moved
here from being the landlords of the Otter Inn. A
beer house did not sell spirits, so did not appear
as a pub on the maps of the time. It was just up
the road from the Otter on the site that is now
the Shell Garage opposite Tridents Garage.

The Gardeners Arms Inn, also a beer
house, was on the site of the present
Trident Garage. It was built as a
cottage c1830. The first landlord was
James Mepham 1851-1855, who
opened the beer house in part of his
cottage. By the 1861 census Thomas
Forsey was the landlord. Under his
ownership the pub seems to have
been called the Cannon.



11 | Pagewww.facebook.com/ottershawsociety www.ottershawsociety.org

Jocelyn Baker found the following newspaper report which must surely refer to that
establishment:

On the left of the building were double doors leading to a yard with a Coach House and
stables. These were for the use of travellers using the pub for their coaches, not the
family. There was a back room which Mr. Hyde let to Mr. Fred Terry. He had a crippled
foot, so his parents pushed him in a large chair. They were regular customers from Lyne.
The idea was that Mr. Terry could be a cobbler as he could sit all the time to do this work,
and customers would come to him. The back room being separate from the house meant
customers could get to it via the yard at the side without interfering with the family or
the pub. He went on a two-month course to learn the trade. When the pub closed he
moved across to the Plough. Mr. Hyde died in 1931. When his wife, Caroline, applied for a
new license, the Licensing Authority said that there could no longer be three pubs so
close together. By 1933 the pub was de-licensed and a Mr. Hetherman bought the
building and converted it into a tearoom and installed 2 petrol pumps. He sold to Mr.
Frederick Moore c1950, who increased the number of petrol pumps and had a car repair
garage built at the rear.

By 1959 he had demolished the house to build the original showrooms for selling cars.
The Roberts bought the concern from Mr. Fred Moore in July 1963 and renamed it
`Trident Garage`.

“MERRY MAKING AT TIMBER HILL – On Saturday last a considerable number of the
dwellers at Chertsey Lane End resolved to devote a half holiday to sportive pastimes
and mutual recreations. The site selected was the famed Timber Hill, where, under the
generalship of Mr. John Bonsey, of the Brox Pottery (Spratts Alley), they assembled and
spent the afternoon at cricket and other manly pastimes. As the shades of evening
began to close the party retired to the “CANNON,” where a substantial spread was
provided by Mr. Thos. Forsey, and the evening was wound up with musical together
with moral harmony. The inhabitants of a locality cannot but be benefited by these
friendly gatherings, and it would be an advantage were they of more frequent
occurrence.” Sat 24th September 1859, Surrey Comet

Benjamin Hyde was the tenant
landlord of The Gardeners Arms
from 1907, it being then owned
by `Ashby`, the Staines Brewery.
(His daughter was Olive who
married Fred Garland. She was
asked to help unveil the
Millennium Sign at the Village
Hall in 2000 as the then oldest
resident born in the village.)
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MY STORY
by Hannah Lane

My father (Desmond Williams) was a serving
officer (Engineer) in the Royal Navy. At the
outbreak of World War 2 he was teaching at
the Royal Naval College at Greenwich,
London. All shore personnel in London were
evacuated to Bath, where every hotel and
other possible buildings were requisitioned to
accommodate them. So my mother returned
to her mother in Plymouth, where I was born
in January 1940. Hence I am ` a Devonshire
Lass` instead of a `Londoner`. My father found
a house to rent in what was then a village
outside Bath, Batheaston, before we moved
nearer the centre of Bath in 1945.

Pre-war it had been normal for many of the
officers wives to accompany their husbands
to the 3 year foreign postings, living on the
relevant shore base. The children either went
with their parents, with interrupted
schooling, or were packed off to boarding
school. Thus I went off to boarding school at
the age of 9 in January 1950 to St. Audries in
West Quantoxhead, near Minehead, between
the sea (Bristol Channel) and the Quantock
Hills. It was not until after I left that I found
out it was actually the only girls’ boarding
school owned by the Church of England and

in fact my mother had stayed at the house in
Bath as my father alternated in overseas
postings, (including the Korean War), and

spells back in Bath.

Failing Latin (twice) finished my hopes of

being an archaeologist, which idea came from

having an excellent History teacher and my

father encouraging me by taking me on local

excavations on Roman sites around Bath in

the holidays. Due to fortuitous advice, I got a

place on a small one year course on the

conservation of most types of objects

attached to the Institute of Archaeology,

London University. Within 10 years specialist

degree courses had been set up in most

materials, where one only `did` one type of

material, at various universities. Although I

soon specialised in the conservation of metal

antiquities, later on it did help to have worked

on most material however sparsely.

My 1st job was in August 1959 for Winchester

Museum, based in a warehouse on the

recently demolished abattoir site! As it had no

heating, in December I was lucky to be

accepted as a junior conservator at the

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. After being in

`digs` on my own, I joined up with another

girl, Pat, who was the Domestic Science

teacher at a local school, and we had the 1st

floor in a Victorian terraced house of a lovely

couple who were like grandparents to us!!

There were no `flats` in those days.

Hannah (on the right) and her best friend Anne
Coventry in their school uniform c1956. Hannah
& Anne have remained good friends to this day.

Hannah (on 
the right) 

and school 
friends..
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Pat had a boyfriend, who one day was asked
by his `mate` if she had a friend who would
make up a foursome. So I met my future
husband, Ray, on a blind date! By 1961 Ray
had moved to London to continue as a motor
racing mechanic and I took a job in the
Research Laboratory of the British Museum.

Ray`s first motor racing mechanic job with an
international team had been in 1957 with the
Murkett Brothers Team. Henry Taylor was
their driver, with a D-type Jaguar sports car,
registration TKF 9, and a Cooper 500. It was at
the Spa, Belgium, race that Henry Taylor beat
the Jaguar Works Team cars. This was Ray`s
proudest moment. He went on to become
mechanic to John Campbell-Jones in 1960, a
private driver with a Formula Cooper 2
running the car on the “2nd. Formula 1
circuit”.

There were no permanent buildings on the pit
lane housing computers and radio
communications with the drivers back in
those days! The only way to communicate
with the driver in those days was by the pit-
boards held out by the mechanics on the
edge of the track by the pits as the cars
passed. Many times Ray just drew a`£` sign
i.e. `just keep going` as there was `starting`
money if you were not in the prize money
finishing places, but only if you finished the
race. That was the only `income` they had!

Ray joined Reg Parnell`s team of Bowmaker
Racing Team in 1962 as chief mechanic,
running Lola cars with Climax V8 engines, one
of the first fully commercial sponsored teams
using the previous year`s manufacturers cars.
Reg had been a great motor racing driver, in
Formula 1, sports cars and saloon cars. The 2
drivers were Roy Salvadori and John Surtees
(a motorbike World Champion). Mike
Hailwood, also a motorbike World Champion,
replaced John late in 1963.

At the beginning of the season there were
races at the smaller English tracks which were
attended by the Works Teams, and the well
sponsored private teams such as those run by
Reg Parnell, to run the new seasons cars in,
and by the private drivers and teams to do
likewise but also to take part in. Snetterton in
March was first, snow was not unknown!
There would often be frost in the induction
pipe so the cars would not start. Us
wives/girlfriends often did the record
keeping, sat hunched on the scaffolding built
pit counter with clipboard and the 3
stopwatches, trying to write on the paper
whatever the weather. In snow/rain this
meant trying to cover the clipboard with
polythene, or, if a large enough sheet of
polythene, one`s self as well!

There was only one mechanic per car, whose
job was to do the fitting of the engines,
gearboxes etc. and all the tuning and
maintenance for the cars. Pit stops took
rather longer than they do now! These
mechanics also drove the transporters to all
the races in England and on the continent.
There was always a fantastic party after the
Grand Prix, with all the drivers, mechanics etc.

Ray c1962 (crouching down), with Stirling 
Moss (left) and Roy Salvadori (driver)
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This was usually an informal party at the local

bar that was the tradition for that particular

circuit. Nowadays I imagine all the drivers fly

out in their helicopters as soon as they get

out of the cars and the mechanics go to bed.

There was always a lot of good natured fun at

these parties, much loved by all the local

population who flocked to join in the party

with all the famous drivers etc.

Ray Lane resigned from the Reg Parnell`s

Racing Team in summer 1966. He joined

Aspera Motors as their UK After Sales

Manager. This was an Italian firm making

small petrol engines, mainly sold to lawn-

mower manufactures. The UK offices were in

the same yard in Hounslow as Reg Parnell`s

Racing workshops. Aspera moved to Staines in

1968.

At this time the British Museum was among

the first museums to recognise that in-house

scientific and conservation expertise was

essential, both for the care of its collections

and for their proper interpretation.

The curatorial departments had traditionally

employed craftsmen restorers, often trained

as locksmiths or jewellers, and this tradition

continued until the late 1950s when

conservators were first able to undertake the

full-time course at the Institute of

Archaeology. I was the 1st trained conservator

actually to work with the scientists in the

Research Laboratory. The scientists worked

with a range of specialist equipment, from the

scanning electron microscope to the kind of

X-radiography equipment normally associated

with hospitals. Knowing what an object is

made from, when and where it was produced

and how it was made is central to the

understanding of the object and
interpretation of the collection. Scientific
input is also critical to understanding how and
why objects deteriorate and how best to
prevent or slow this deterioration, thus
informing the work of the conservators. I
worked on many wonderful items both for
the Museum and for other international
museums. To name but 2 — the Ardagh
Chalice (thought to have been made in the
8th century AD) and the Tara Brooch (thought
to have been made 700 AD), both from the
National Museum of Ireland.

In 1975 a Department of Conservation was
formed by bringing together the conservators
from the antiquities departments and the
conservation scientists from the Research
Laboratory. The conservators were divided
into five sections: metals, stone, ceramics,
paper and organic materials. I was appointed
as Head of Metals, responsible for the
conservation of any metal object in the
collections. The work was now carried out by
my staff while I was immersed in collating the
metal objects requests from all of the
Departments and Exhibitions to ensure
exhibition objects were always shown at their
best and that the objects in the reserve
collections that most needed conservation
were catered for. By 1982 I had been
promoted to Deputy Head of the
Conservation Section, where I helped design
new modern laboratories for the 5 sections
within the listed buildings of the Museum,
not an easy task.

By 1982 I had been promoted to Deputy Head
of the Conservation Section, where I helped
design new modern laboratories for the 5
sections within the listed buildings of the
Museum, not an easy task.
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By 1975 Ray and I had decided to move away
from under one of Heathrow`s flight paths in
Hanworth. Ray was working in Staines and I
was still commuting to London. Our new
house had to be near a golf course for Ray
and a bit further out of London. It is therefore
not a coincidence that we moved to Foxhills
Close, Ottershaw – Foxhills Golf Course was
being built and as I was told by my husband
who saw the bungalow first—`it is a minute
and a half door-to-door`!! He was one of the
founder members. Back then we paid £17,000
for the bungalow.

In the early 1980’s I joined the local
Ottershaw Horticultural Society and was
Secretary for 6 years. I also became a member
of the local Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds Group, becoming Group Leader
(Chairman) 1987-1991, and I still attend their
meetings and volunteer at fundraising events
today. In 1981, I saw an article in the local
paper about the possible sale of `The
Common` by the owners, Chertsey Poor
Allotments`, and saw that a Public Meeting
was to be held at Brook Hall by local residents
living adjacent to The Common, now known
as Timber Hill. The meeting was chaired by
Reg Taylor and the 3rd Ottershaw
Preservation Society was formed. 2 years later
I had become Secretary, which I remained
until 2008. The history of the Society is
another story, but I am glad I played a part in
it. Why I ever became Secretary of anything
with my spelling I do not know!

Ray retired from Aspera in 1985. By 1994 he
was becoming ill, suffering a stroke in 1995. I
took early retirement in 1994 to nurse him. I
continued as best I could with my various
societies, but had another thing I wanted to
do.

Having taken the decision not to get involved
in conservation of objects anymore, I reverted
to my interest in history. Hence I spent 22
years of Ottershaw History Research
producing quantities of written, photographic
and other archival material. All of this large
archive has been deposited at the Surrey
History Centre, Woking, but I am still
continuing the research. Some of this work
has been published in a series in the Parish
News and now in the Ottershaw Society
Newsletter.

I was also `volunteered` by a friend who ran
the Christmas Cards for Good Causes `shop` in
the church in the centre of Woking from
October up to Christmas each year, to help
one morning a week. I have been doing
Thursday mornings ever since. After Ray`s
death in 1997, I volunteered one day a week,
(or at least most weeks!), for Surrey Wildlife
Trust at their Headquarters in Pirbright for 16
years. Now I am a Trustee of Horsell Common
Preservation Society and despite standing
down in 2008, I still have very close ties to the
Ottershaw Society.

Hannah in 2012 before meeting 
HRH Prince Charles
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RUNNYMEDE 2035 LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 
By Roger Pashley

‘Ottershaw East’

The major issue for Ottershaw has been Runnymede Borough Council’s (RBC’s) decision in
their proposed new Runnymede 2035 Local Plan to take a major swathe of Ottershaw
land, known as Ottershaw East (to the east of Brox Road), out of the Green Belt (GB), on
which they would then allow up to 510 houses to be built. This would be a 33% increase
in housing stock in Ottershaw and would have a major impact on the character of our
village.

Our campaign

The Society has campaigned vigorously against this change during the consultation period
on the Issues and Options paper (consultation ended 26 August 2016) and we have
received copies of over 200 objections raised by residents and many more were sent
direct. In all RBC have received over 700 objections to their overall Plan.

The process from now on

RBC will now prepare what is called a Pre-Submission Plan (August to November 2016),
they will then consult on this between December 2016 and February 2017. Then a Plan
will be submitted to the Secretary of State in March 2017. There will be a Pre-
Examination meeting and a Public Examination (timing of both dependent on the
Secretary of State) before the Local Plan is finally adopted probably sometime in 2018.

7 different ‘Options’

RBC had 7 options in their Housing Options paper which ranged from building 150-180
houses per year up to building 1,105 houses per year. Their preferred option was Option
3, 302-383 houses per year (5,740-7,280 up to 2035) which represents just 52%-82% of
the assessed housing need, and releasing 174 hectares of Green Belt land.

The proposed housing sites in or around Ottershaw to be removed from the GB in Option
3, in addition to the 1500 houses already proposed for the DERA site were:

Ottershaw East up to 510 houses Bittams Lane 500-600 houses Brox Lane up to 40
houses

Key facts when considering housing
Green Belt covers 79% of Borough

Constraints of Floodplain and Special 
Protection Areas

Runnymede BC population 83,448 in 2013
19.9% increase expected to 100,088 by 

2035
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Other Representations to meet the Assessed Need

However, partly because RBC has gone for Option 3, which did not provide sufficient
housing to meet the assessment of need (NB Other options were up to 1,105 houses per
year), developers have put forward several other sites to be removed from the GB as
alternatives for development. These sites are:

Great Grove Farm - Representation 682, 93 hectares. Only the SW section north of
Murray Road for 400-500 houses.

The Christmas Tree Farm - Representation 520 (land bounded by Guildford Rd, Foxhills
Rd, Stonehill Rd & the Business Park) 423 houses

St Peters Hospital - Representation no 646 - Development of surplus land for general
housing.

Squires Nursery Land - Representation no 567, 15.9 hectares, (Land behind garden centre
off Holloway Hill) c500 houses on part.

The Field between rear of 233 Brox Rd and Guildford Road - Representation no 395. Up
to 40 houses.

Going forward

So you can see that Ottershaw is under the threat of an even larger scale of
development than proposed in RBC’s Option 3.

It remains to be seen what form the consultation between December 2016 and
February 2017 takes. We hope this will allow the Society and residents of Ottershaw
further opportunity to comment as they are clearly opposed to the large-scale
developments proposed.

WE  HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED THIS EDITION OF OUR NEWSLETTER.  
THE NEXT EDITION IS DUE SPRING 2017

It is in the Park
by the river in
Staines.

DID YOU
GUESS
WHERE
THIS IS?

DISCLAIMER:
This newsletter has welcomed
many different contributors from
the local area, who in turn each
have their own opinions. Please
be advised that any opinions
expressed in these articles may not
necessarily represent the views of
the Ottershaw Society. We hope
you welcome these additions to
our newsletter and invite
contributions for the next edition.



www.facebook.com/ottershawsociety www.ottershawsociety.org 18 | Page

VILLAGE FLICKS
Curzon Country Cinema by Barrie Gilbert

Having spent over 50 years working in
cinemas, the job of projectionist no longer
exists, thanks to the digital age. Being a
film and cinema lover, I wanted to
maintain doing a job that I not only loved
but had dedicated my working life to. At
the same time I want to present a wide
variety of films to the general public in a
manner that replicates, as far as possible,
the way that visiting the cinema in years
gone by, used to be both a pleasurable and
entertaining experience. There are over
500 village hall cinemas throughout the
UK. With no travelling or parking costs,
convenience, no mobile phones etc. this
form of going to the movies is fast taking
over from the traditional cinema-going
experience. Why not meet up with friends
in a local and friendly atmosphere? There
are some exciting plans for village hall
cinemas in the pipeline, across the UK and
now the experience has arrived in
Ottershaw. Please visit the website:
http://curzoncountrycinema.co.uk/

WOKING BC TO BUILD
‘MCLAREN NEW TOWN’?
Woking did the first part of their Local Plan
about 18 month ago, proposing to take
land out of the Green Belt in a similar way
to Runnymede BC’s local plan. The land
proposed to be removed from the green
belt was mainly in the areas of Byfleet,
West Byfleet and south of Woking, so did
not affect Ottershaw. Woking BC have now
issued stage 2, which after consultation in
January 2017, will then go to an Inspector.
Many of the original proposed sites have
been removed from the Plan BUT land
which borders Ottershaw has been put
forward to be considered for development,
although nothing could be built until 2027-
2040. The site we are concerned with sits
to the east of the A320 after Dunfold
Bridge as one heads to Woking, across the
River Bourne, and acts as the boundary
between Runnymede BC and Woking BC.
McLaren had originally wanted to build
upon this land; they had permission but
this has now been revoked. The proposed
development site also includes the land
owned by the New Zealand Golf Course. If
councillors agree to the working group’s
suggestions, the plan will go out to public
consultation. As you can imagine we shall
be watching this very closely.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
OTTERSHAW SOCIETY
If you are not already a member, please
consider joining. The annual subscription is
as follows: Single person £6, Couple £9,
Single pensioner £4, Pensioner couple £6
The Treasurer is Roger Pashley, 137A Brox
Rd, Ottershaw, KT16 OLG, e-mail:
maryandroger@ntlworld.com

Land bordering Ottershaw which Woking 
BC propose to remove from the Green Belt
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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS
By Melville Few
County Councillor: Virginia Water, Lyne, Longcross, Thorpe and Ottershaw

Cabinet Member: Adult Social Care and Wellbeing.

Mel.few@surreycc.gov.uk

07889 126439

The infamous A320 water main replacement project continues with the latest upset
caused by pressure differentials between the two types of pipe. The repairs to the
damage to the road surface were completed and the road was reopened within 4 days.
Notwithstanding these delays, Affinity Water remain confident that the whole project will
still be completed in line with the original planning assumptions. The Council has agreed
with Affinity that all work will stop on the first section going towards Anthony pumping
station by the 7th November and will recommence in January 2017.

Many residents have raised the issue of speeding through the village with me. In
discussions with the County’s local highways officer an exercise was undertaken in July
2014 between the Otter roundabout and Christ Church and on Brox between Murray and
Slade Road. These surveys revealed no significant speeding over the respective speed
limits. In view of the growth of traffic a further survey will be undertaken once the A320
water main replacement work has been completed.

I have had confirmation from the Cabinet Member for Highways that the relaying and
Resurfacing of the A320 from Christ Church to the Otter Roundabout is still scheduled
again subject to the water pipeline replacement being completed.

I am continuing to press the Highways staff to relook at the parking restrictions on the
junction of Foxhills Road and Chobham Road. I was successful in having one side of the
road lined but that has not resolved the traffic queues trying to pass that point during
peak hours.

Plans are underway for a remodelling of the now vacated Brockhurst residential home on
Brox Road. Detailed analysis of the growing need for elderly accommodation in what is
known as “extra care” throughout the County has demonstrated the need for such a
facility within Runnymede. Work with Runnymede Borough Council, who are in the
process of completing their local development plans, is to ensure that the plans take this
need into account.

On a final note if you have any issues with services that the County Council provides
please do not hesitate in contacting me. Kind regards and best wishes for the upcoming
festive season.
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WOODLAND LOOP WALK,
NEWLANDS CORNER
Many people visiting Newlands Corner just
walk over the Downs, enjoying the views.
The Woodland Loop however, takes you
through some lesser-known paths in the
woods over Clandon Downs. This 4 mile
walk takes you through the secret woods
and back the same way. These woods are
privately-owned but walkers are tolerated.
Note however that during forestry work
access may be restricted or suspended.

The Woodland Loop is a lovely walk even
in winter because of the green of the pine
and yew trees. There is very little mud but
just a few nettles that might catch bare
legs.

1. From the car park, walk back towards

the road and fork right on a path with a
post and a blue arrow to a fingerpost just
before the road indicating the North
Downs Way. Continue straight on and
cross the main road, re-joining the North
Downs Way on the other side. The North
Downs Way is a long-distance footpath
from Farnham to Dover. (In the mini-map
below, the two-way arrows show how you
return by the same return route if you are
doing the Woodland Loop.) In about 1. km
you are joined on the right by a permissive
horse ride and, after 200m or so, there is
the first definite cross paths with a smart
new fingerpost, just before a darker area
of yew trees. The Silent Pool is on the
right but your route here is sharp left on a
good path through the remains of a gate.
In about 100 metres or so, you pass an
elevated black tank on the right.

Shortly after, turn left into the woods.
These are the secret woods of Clandon
Downs.

2. In about 100m, at the first junction,

turn right on a wide path. Stay on the path
over three crossing paths. When the main
path wheels right, keep ahead on a
narrower path that descends through
woods and swings left and reaches a T-
junction.

3. Turn sharp left at the T-junction on a

wide forestry path gently uphill. Continue
past pine woods for about 300m until you
reach an irregular 4-way junction in front
of a hillock covered in tall pines. Turn very
sharp right on a grassy path uphill, soon
with woodland on your right and a felled
area on your left. After the felled area,
ignore a path on the left and continue on
the wide path through pinewoods. At the
next crossing path, under oaks, turn left.
After 270m, at a crossing path by the
corner of a fenced-off plantation, turn left.
Follow this fine woodland path for a total
of 500m, avoiding two wide paths on the
left. After the second of these, continue
onwards to where the path does a small S-
bend by a 4-way junction. On the left you
will recognise the wide path you took at
the start of this circuit. Turn right on a
narrow path. This path leads to a little
metal gate. Through the gate, turn right on
the North Downs Way. Now retrace your
steps back to the car park where the walk
began.


