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OTTERSHAW OPEN GARDENS 
 

This year is the fourth year Ottershaw open gardens has run and it will take place over 
the weekend of July 2nd -3rd from 2-6pm, both days.  In addition to a number of gardens 
being open to the public, afternoon teas, a plant sale plus an exhibition by local artists 
will be on at Brook Hall.  
 
Collect an entrance pass and garden guide only at Brook Hall.   
£5 donation per person in aid of Brook Hall Development Fund.   
Children under 12 free. 

 
Ottershaw Open Gardens are looking for more gardeners to join in.  
Please contact 01932 874328 or 07919 518599 for more information. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

 
 

 

We also have an update from the Ottershaw Community Partnership on this year’s May 
Fair, plus details of celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday within the village.  If you 
enjoy the newsletter, or perhaps you would like to contribute to the next issue please do 
get in touch with us: committee@ottershawsociety.org 

 

VILLAGE CAROL SINGING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have had an enjoyable winter! 
 
Our neighbours at Horsell Common Preservation 
Society (HCPS) have been busy and  have recently 
completed two major projects, both of which you can 
read about in this edition of our newsletter. We hope 
you will plan to take a visit if you haven't already. 
 

An amazing £150 was 
raised by Christ Church 
and The Ottershaw 
Society Christmas 
carol singers for Sam 
Beare hospice.   
 
Thank you to all who 
took part and donated 
to this worthwhile 
cause. 
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CAN YOU HELP US? 
We can always do with more help.   
Currently we are looking for someone to 
be our Committee Secretary (6 meetings a 
year) and people to help with 
refreshments at our evening talks.   

Please e-mail if you can help in any way:  

committee@ottershawsociety.org 

 

COMMUNICATION UPDATE 
We are always searching for new, relevant 
and positive content for use either in the 
newsletter or on our social media sites; 
think Summer day photos, local charity 
events to promote etc.   

 

Please do feel free to get in touch with 
anything that you would like to share with 
the village and beyond – we love to 
receive content and be kept busy.  

Email: committee@ottershawsociety.org 
or contact us through our Facebook page. 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
OTTERSHAW SOCIETY 
If you would like to be kept informed 
about local issues and are not already a 
member, please do consider joining.   
 
The current annual subscription is: 
 - Single person £6,  
  - Couple £9,  
  - Single pensioner £4, 
  - Couple pensioners £6 
 
The Treasurer is Roger Pashley,  
137A Brox Rd, Ottershaw, KT16 OLG 
e-mail: maryandroger@ntlworld.com 

THANK YOU 
Special thanks go to all of our guest writers 
in this edition, it has been insightful to find 
out about other organisations and issues 
within the village, we hope you enjoy 
reading about them.   

 

Also a very special mention goes to Mr 
Roger Pashley and Mrs Hannah Lane who 
have provided the beautiful photography 
of the village we have featured in this 
newsletter. 

 

JUST FOR FUN 
There are 11 Ottershaw related words or 
places within this word search.   

 

How many can you find?  The answers are 
on page 20. 
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Y E L S G N I N N A D 

P O T T E R S P A R K 

C A I L C O A C H B R 

O N M E P A O S U O U 

L E B R O X S T R U N 

E L E P H S N T T S N 

B B R O O K H A L L Y 

R I H C F T U R E E M 

O P I O I U T P N Y E 

O I L N O R E S L A D 

K G L E A F S L A D E 



WINTER TALK ROUND UP  
Thank you to all those who have come to our meetings at Brook Hall over this last season, 
as well as all of our guest speakers for their informative and entertaining talks.  A very 
special thank you must go to Mrs Hannah Lane & Mr Reg Taylor who have organised such 
a diverse and interesting series of talks for us this season, and thanks also go to all of our 
helpers who helped provide refreshments at the talks.  
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24 NOVEMBER 2015 - GARDENS 
IN SURREY  BY CHERRILL SANDS 
Cherrill is a member of the Surrey Gardens 
Trust and as a result sees a lot of beautiful 
gardens that may be off the radar for most 
of us.  She explained that 39 of the Surrey 
Gardens Trust Gardens are on the English 
Heritage List and a number of them only 
open through the National Gardens 
Scheme (NGS).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of those discussed were Albury 
Vinyard, Painshill Vinyard and The Park & 
Gardens at Gatton which cover some 600 
acres. Munstead Wood near Godalming 
was once the home of Gertrude Jekyll 
whose influence can also be found at 
nearby Vann.  Titsey Place, Brookwood 
Cemetery and the Roof Garden on the 
House of Fraser in Guildford were also 
explored.   
 
The talk was a very interesting 
introduction to some fascinating Surrey 
Gardens.   

26 JANUARY 2016 - KEMPTON 
STEAM ENGINES BY PETER 
SIMPSON 
The Kempton Pumping Station is situated 
to the side of the A316 at Kempton and in 
its hey day it pumped 38 million gallons of 
water to North London daily. It boasts the 
largest  working triple-expansion steam 
pumping engine and ceased operation in 
1980 falling into disrepair until volunteers 
got together and, in 1996, started the 
restoration programme. The first engine 
run took place six years later in 2002.  
Since then a restoration project has taken 
place not only to the engine but also to 
the Pump House.  For more information 
visit www.kemptonsteam.org.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Originally the Pump Engines relied on coal 
and this was transported from the wharfs 
on the River Thames by a specially built 24 
inch gauge light railway first used in 1916. 
Peter Binns gave a short talk on the 
significance of the railway and the work of 
the Hampton & Kempton Waterworks 
Railway.   For more information please 
visit www.hamptonkemptonrailway.org.uk 
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23 FEBRUARY 2016 - MARY 
ROSE BY TREVOR SAPY 
We were treated to an extremely 
interesting and humorous talk on the 
history of Henry VIII’s flag ship.  
 

The Mary Rose was one of 2 ships 
commissioned by the King to start what 
we now know as the Royal Navy.  At the 
time of Henry's death the fleet consisted 
of 73 ships, more than there are today.  
 

During an illustrated talk he explained the 
possible theories of the sinking through to 
the finding and eventual raising of the 
vessel.  He then went on to explain the 
mode of dress and how a sailor’s status 
could be determined by it together with 
the items to be found in their personal 
chest.   
 

The second part of the talk consisted of 
showing and explaining a number of 
artefacts and their uses. These varied from 
drinking vessels, tools and armoury, 
together with more gruesome items used 
by the ship’s doctor.   
 

The revamped Mary Rose Museum is due 
to reopen in July 2016 now that the 
stabilizing treatment of the structure is 
complete. Trevor is a member of the Mary 
Rose Trust.   For more information please 
visit www.maryrose.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEED LIMIT UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Their response was as follows: 
 

Guildford Road (Otter to Church) 

It was decided that this location should 

not be added to the speed management 

plan and that there were no proposals to 

target the location for additional speed 

reducing measures or to consider reducing 

the existing speed limit. 
 

Brox Road (Murray to Slade) 

It was decided that a further speed survey 

would be carried out once Affinity Water 

have completed their works. 
The talk on WINDSOR GREAT PARK BY 
ANDY FIELDER had not taken place when the 
newsletter went to print 

Trevor set the tone for the evening by dressing as 
seaman of that time.  

The Society sent a 
letter to the 
Runnymede Local 
Committee expressing 
concerns about 
speeding and traffic 
calming in both 
Guildford Road and 
Brox Road.  
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HORSELL COMMON PRESERVATION SOCIETY PROJECT 
HEATHER FARM RIVERSIDE MEADOWS, WETLAND AND WATERS 
EDGE CAFÉ 
By Hannah Lane 

The Heather Farm Riverside Meadows & Wetland are the ‘Jewels in the Crown’ of Horsell 
Common Preservation Society’s extensive landholding, which not only encompasses 916 
acres of high forest, woodland and meadows, but also includes areas of lowland heath 
that forms part of the internationally important Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection 
Area (SPA). However, increasing visitor numbers on the heathland are proving detrimental 
to wildlife; rare and endangered bird species, such as the Dartford warbler, nightjar and 
woodlark, which all nest on or near the ground, will only survive on heathlands. Sadly, 
80% of nightjar nests fail if they are within 50 metres of a moderately used footpath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Farm also provides a completely new Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace 
(SANG) that has been developed by HCPS and Woking Borough Council to mitigate the 
increased public pressure on the SPA as a result of additional housing development. 
SANGs are designed to attract more visitors by providing an enjoyable natural 
environment for recreation as an alternative to the SPA which includes many of the 
Common`s areas of heathland. (This is the same as the seven SANGs established in and 
around Ottershaw by Runnymede Borough Council to protect Horsell and Chobham 
Commons.) 

 

As Woking and its surrounding villages grow in population, and as more and more of its 
residents, many with their dogs, seek a healthier lifestyle, it is vitally important that there 
are ample opportunities for people to access the local countryside without putting 
further pressure on fragile ecosystems, such as heathlands and the wildlife they support. 
Heather Farm provides extensive walks through less fragile meadows meandering along 
the River Bourne that are specifically designed to be dog-friendly.  

Heather Farm was the site of 
the old derelict Princes 
Mushroom Farm. The site 
was acquired by McLaren’s 
and given to HCPS. They also 
cleared the site of all the 
buildings and industrial 
debris, including 14 acres of 
reinforced concrete base 
under the buildings.  
 
The new Wetland area was 
designed by the Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

resources such as a fallen tree, or you may prefer to take a picnic and sit by the river on a 
hot summer’s day.  Whatever suits, it is a great place to relax. 
 

Moreover, special features have been installed at Heather Farm, such as a dog training 
area, where puppies can be exercised in safety; a special slope to gain access into the 
river so that dogs can cool down with a swim; and when you get back to the car park, a 
dog wash facility will help remove the mud from a very happy pooch!   Then visit the 
Waters Edge Cafe, where you can relax on the terrace overlooking the wetland, or inside, 
where you can enjoy real coffee or tea with wholesome food served in comfortable 
surroundings. Dogs are most welcome in the café. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Farm is located on Chobham Road between Littlewick Road roundabout and 
Horsell Common Road. Heather Farm riverside meadows, wetland, and car park are open seven 
days a week. Waters Edge café opening hours are 08:30 to 16.30 daily.  To check on times for 
your planned visit call 01483 726556.  VISITORS CAR PARK – OS Grid Reference SU995606, Sat 
Nav GU21 4XY 

 

Acknowledgements to the Horsell Common Preservation Society for carrying out both these of 
these local projects, in particular Elizabeth Cuttle and Paul Rimmer. The Ottershaw Society kindly 
thanks the HCPS for permission to publish this article and the use of its photographs.  
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A path from a new, free car 
park takes you along the 
river, where you can relax 
and enjoy views across 
open fields, and where dogs 
can run on safely, well away 
from busy roads. There are 
seats to rest on, that have 
been created from local View of the lake from inside the hide 
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THE OTTER INN 
By Hannah Lane 

The Otter Inn was founded in 1803 on the south east corner of what would have been an 
important cross roads 2 miles south of Chertsey on the road to Guildford. It was crossed 
by the roads to Chobham and Weybridge. (Woking and Addlestone did not exist at this 
date as they were created by the building of the railways later in the 19th C). The reason 
that there had not been an inn previously on this crossroads is that all the present built 
area of Ottershaw had been waste of the Manor of Walton Leigh. That is from Dunford 
Bridge up to  and including Foxhills Road on the west of Guildford Road; and on the east 
up to Hare Hill (at the end of Murray Road), bounded on the other side by the long leg of 
Brox Road and Slade Road. This whole area was known as Brox Common. The other two 
corners of the crossroads were occupied by the Botleys Estate and Outride Farm (where 
the car park is now).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

from the petrol station on the Guildford Road around the crossroads corner to Ottermead 
Lane, off Brox Road. Down the latter road there was a large orchard, eventually sold off 
over the years for the Post Office in 1850, the west parade of shops in 1960, and some 
cottages/houses. Two large houses were built on the Guildford Road frontage in the 
period 1869-1895 by one of the sons of the Fletcher family, nurserymen of Coach Road. 
These were then replaced with the flats of Moat Court in the 1960`s. The Inn sold spirits 
and beer, hence being marked on all of the maps. The other 3 pubs in the village only sold 
beer, so are not on the earlier maps. The first landlord in 1803 until 1823 was Samuel 
Neville. It seems it was usually owned by a local brewery, eventually merging into larger 
more national breweries. The Inn was the northern part of the building, the landlord`s 
house the southern part.  
 

Why the name? Outride Farm opposite became known as Otter Farm but it is not 
known exactly when. On the 1806 Ordnance Surveyor’s Drawings map the word `Otter` is 
by the Farm not the Inn. After this, if either is named, the word `Otter` is applied to the 
Inn and Farm on the maps. Willats also was the copyholder of the farm in 1813. The 
present village of Ottershaw at this time was 3 separate hamlets of Spratts, Brox and 
Chertsey Lane End, the later being where the Inn was situated.  

At the 1800 Enclosure Act of 
the Manor of Walton Leigh, 
when the waste was divided 
up into `plots` and sold off, 
mostly to local landowners 
and traders, the 5 acre plot 
on the corner of Guildford 
and Murray Roads went to 
Thomas Willats, a grocer and 
Presbyterian of Chertsey.  
The plot originally extended The Otter c1905 
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So did Willats name his Inn the Otter in 1803 after part of the name of the 
estate down the road?  

`Ottershaw` was said by Mac Stratton, local historian, to mean `Outer wood`, `shaw` 
being a long thin wood. Nothing to do with Otter the animal. But an inn sign showing an 
otter, as this Inn`s sign often did, is much more distinctive/recognisable identification, 
remembering that at this time many people could not read or write.  (It is possible that 
the farm’s name was changed when bought by Willats in 1813.)  
 

In 1925 Frederick Latham became landlord and persuaded the Courage and Co. Brewery 
that the Inn should be demolished and an improved / larger one built, opening in 1929. 
To continue trading the new Inn was built behind the old one, the latter becoming the 
forecourt thus showing how narrow the original road was. Even most of this forecourt has 
now gone with the building of the Otter roundabout in 1978. Latham kept horses and 
pigs on various sites in the village, the latter being the cause of many complaints. (The 
author has a clause in her deeds that she cannot keep pigs as Foxhills Close was 

The Otter Hotel c1929 

Then there was 
Ottershaw Park 
estate further 
south down the 
Guildford Road, 
the name for 
this southern 
area of 
Ottershaw 
going well back 
in time to at 
least the 13th C.  

previously owned by 
Latham, who kept pigs 
here as well as the 
stables for his daughter, 
and the neighbours had 
been frequent 
complainants).  
 
His daughter, Myrtle, 
was the youngest horse 
trainer in England and a 
regular winner of events. 

The Ottershaw Society thanks David and Jocelyn Barker for permission to reproduce the 
above photograph from their book `Addlestone and Chertsey Re-visited`.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

along the Inn side of the building. They ran a tea shop, the only village taxi and the first 
village petrol pump installed by Latham on the forecourt. This building was demolished 
when the new Inn was built. 
 

In 1935 Latham retired and Walley England became landlord. His son, Victor Cyril 
England, married Myrtle England, they became joint tenants in 1953. They also ran a tea 
shop and a catering business from the Inn. Victor died suddenly in 1970, but Myrtle 
continued as landlady for another 2 years. 
 

After a couple of more landlords, in 1983 the Inn was bought by the Imperial Inns and 
Taverns Co. They gutted and rebuilt the inside, and made a lot of alterations to the 
outside and the entrances, including building a restaurant extension with an Oast House 
at the end. It reopened in 1986, but had been bought the week before by Trust House 
Forte as part of their Harvester chain, hence the change in name to `The Harvester`. They 
also removed the Otter sign in spite of efforts by the Ottershaw Society to get it replaced. 
This made the name of the `Otter Roundabout` rather senseless when giving directions 
with no Otter Inn. It was refurbished again in 2000 and 2005.  
 

By 2009 Mitchells and Butlers Retail Ltd. had become the owners. They tried for planning 
permission for a 32 bed motel on the garden at the back, similar to a 1994 application. 
Both were refused by Runnymede Council. In 2015 the owners refurbished the Inn as a 
Miller and Carter Steakhouse, another one of its chains of Inns. It opened on 3/12/2015. 
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Along the Murray and Brox Road 
junction there had been a long 
single storey wooden building for 
barns and stables to 
accommodate the horses of 
many of the customers. By 1925, 
with the increasing numbers of 
cars, these had been converted 
into a residence for the Wells 
family. There were windows only  

Miller & Carter Ottershaw 2015 
taken from their Facebook page 

The Otter Pub c1982 
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THE QUEEN'S LIFE - A DISPLAY 
Christ Church would like to have a display of arts, crafts and memorabilia of items relating 
to the Queen's life, 1926 – 2016 within the church chancel. You can help by: 

  

1. Lending items of memorabilia e.g. photos, press cuttings, coronation mugs and 
similar 

 

2. Making items! Crochet a corgi, knit a Queen Elizabeth doll, paint a portrait of Her 
Majesty, photograph one of her castles, write a poem about her life, make a model 
of her coronation crown - the possibilities are endless! Items in this category may be 
offered for sale with 25% of proceeds going  to Christ Church or loaned on a Not For 
Sale (NFS) basis 

  

The display will be curated so all items will be well looked after. If you would like to take 
part, please fill in the form below (or supply on a separate sheet of paper) and post or 
hand deliver it to :  'Queen's 90th', Christ Church, Guildford Road, Ottershaw, Surrey KT16 
0PB  

 

Alternatively, please email details to lesleymatthews@btinternet.com.  The closing date 
for entries is Sunday May 15th to allow for production of a display programme and 
information for delivering items will be supplied at a later date. Thank you.    

............................................................................................... 
The Queen's Life 

I would like to   (please delete as appropriate) 

1. Offer memorabilia                    2. Enter an art/craft item 

  

Brief description of item (including approx. size) ................................................................... 

 

................................................................................................................................................. 

   

If an art/craft item,  please indicate whether it is:  For sale  /   Not for sale  

(please delete as appropriate) 

 

Name ..............................................................phone no......................................................... 

 

email address .......................................................................................................................... 

 



HORSELL COMMON PRESERVATION SOCIETY PROJECTS 
MUSLIM BURIAL GROUND, MONUMENT ROAD, WOKING 
By Hannah Lane 

The original Woking Muslim Military Cemetery was opened in 1917 by the British 
Government to counteract German propaganda that Muslim Indian soldiers from the 
army of Undivided India were not being buried according to their religious rites. It was 
built on common land compulsorily purchased from the Earl of Onslow to receive the 
bodies of soldiers who died from wounds or illness at temporary army hospitals on the 
South Coast. 19 Muslim Indian soldiers connected with WW1 were buried there and a 
further 8 connected with WW2.  In 1921 the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(HCPS).  It sadly fell into disrepair due to further vandalism and lack of funds, and  was 
listed in 1984 by English Heritage as a Grade 2 structure.  

In 2011 Woking Borough Council (WBC), in conjunction with HCPS, searched for 
restoration funding and received an 80% grant from English Heritage with WBC 
contributing the remainder. Under the supervision of restoration architect Jeremy Poll of 
Radley House Partnership the walls and chatri were restored culminating with the gilded 
finial being lowered into place on top of the chatri. 

It was realized that the interior space needed to be given meaning and purpose, so it was 
decided that a memorial garden with the names of those originally buried there should 
be installed. Landscape designer Lionel Fanshawe of Terra Firma was appointed and 
designed an English interpretation of an Islamic garden with an Indian granite memorial 
stone inset with panels of Portland stone engraved with the names of the original burials. 
Funding was received from the Army Civilian Covenant Fund, Department of Local 
Government and Communities, Surrey County Council Community Infrastructure Fund, 
The Sultanate of Oman, the local Muslim Community via the Shah Jahan Mosque and 
WBC. HCPS have committed to maintain the garden except for the water feature which 
will be the responsibility of WBC. 
The Peace Garden is open seven days a week and is located at Monument Road, Woking, GU21 5LW. Parking is available 
adjacent to the site or on the opposite side of the road towards Six Crossroads Roundabout by the Bedser Trail. 

(CWGC) took over the 
maintenance. Because of 
vandalism the CWGC 
decided to exhume the 
bodies and re-interred 
them in Brookwood 
Military Cemetery in early 
1969. The Burial Ground 
was then handed back to 
the owner of the 
common, by that time this 
was Horsell Common 
Preservation Society 
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LOCAL PERSON OF INTEREST 

SANDRA CHRISTINE FACCINI    
Born as a surprise on Christmas Day in St 
Helier Hospital and lived in Carshalton. 

Earliest memory  

Being rescued by the gas lamp lighting 
man who climbed a ladder and broke a 
window to get me out after getting stuck 
in the spare room. I had somehow 
knocked an old bedstead over which had 
fallen across the door.  It was very scary 
knowing mum couldn’t get to me and I did 
have nightmares after that.  

Happy memories 

I loved summer holidays when it seems to 
me I spent almost all my time out of the 
house playing in the back alleys and on the 
Green. I recall ambushing the dustmen 
with water pistols, building dens riding 
bikes and playing cowboys and Indians and 
doctors and nurses.  I would not accept 
that girls had to be nurses! I guess I was a 
tomboy although I did have a Golly and a 
big doll I adored.  

Worst childhood moment 

When I was 101/2yrs we moved to 
Sanderstead and I found it really hard 
making friends in the last year of primary 
school. Although I did meet Judith at 
Guides who has become a lifelong friend. I 
found great comfort in walking the family 
Boxer dog for hours in the woods behind 
our house.  I was determined to get to 
grammar school as I wanted to be a doctor 
and wanted to leave behind the boys who 
bullied me. I went to Whyteleafe Grammar 
School for Girls. It was a small and friendly 
place and I did well enough there, disliking 
sport but enjoying most other aspects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teenage years 

I was a very shy teenager with a small 
group of friends. We went to the 
occasional disco but mostly listened to 
music, went to the cinema, did Saturday 
jobs in local shops and talked! Judith and  I 
moved from Guides to become helpers at 
the Cub pack and we enjoyed the company 
of the Venture Scouts who also helped and 
we went on trips with them e.g. canoeing, 
hiking, camping. I became very good 
friends with the cub leader too. My 
teenage years were disrupted by a 
breakdown in my parents’ marriage which 
I found really hard and as a result my 
dreams of medicine faded but I got to the 
University of Surrey and studied 
Biochemistry. 

Sandra as a child. 
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First Love 

I met my first love, Roger through the local 
Cubs, he was the Cub leader.   After 
becoming good friends, I went away to 
University and after my first year we 
realised we wanted to be together and we 
got married in my 3rd year of university.  
Despite my mother’s protestations – the 
wedding did not interrupt my degree and I 
finished with a 1st Class Honours in 
Biochemistry with Toxicology.   

 

I carried on studying Biochemistry, 
specialising in the metabolism of foreign 
compounds in birds and mammals, looking 
at how cells change chemicals; which I 
found fascinating.  I was lucky enough to 
be studying at a particularly exciting time 
in Biochemistry as the role of DNA in cell 
function was being explored along with 
how genetic variations changed metabolic 
pathways. However Roger died quite 
suddenly from Cancer just before I 
completed my PHD – naturally this 
disrupted me somewhat but I managed to 
complete the course and received my PHD. 

 

Finding God 

Suffering from the loss of Roger, and with 
all of my close friends having partners, at 
the end of my course I took a research job 
straight away in Liverpool – you could say I 
ran away from my life at that point.  Whilst 
working in Liverpool I began searching for 
God; I couldn’t believe someone so young 
could die and that would just be the end of 
his existence, so I started making enquiries 
into Christianity.  Through my enquiries I 
came to believe that Jesus enables us to 
experience life both here and in Heaven 
and with this realisation I began a serious 
journey of faith, having only had little 
exposure to religion before. 

 

Sandra at Christ Church in 2014, its 150th year, with 
former Vicar Joe Batt and  the longest and newest 

married couples 

Sandra and her daughter Katie at her recent 
birthday party in the Parish Centre. 
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Loss  

The research job in Liverpool, was grant 
dependant and after 2 years the end of 
funding approached and I needed to find a 
more permanent job.  I moved to London 
and began working in Toxicology for the 
Medicines Control Agency.  As I was all 
alone in the big city I started attending 
church just off of Oxford Circus; All Souls, 
Langham Place and quickly made friends.  
It was here I met Tony, who I later married. 

   

Tony and I tried for children, and after 
several miscarriages we managed to 
conceive and my first son Daniel was born 
in 1987. I suffered my biggest loss when 
cot death took Daniel from us after 7 
weeks.  This was a very difficult time for 
me, I did not stop believing in God but I 
did begin to question some of my 
assumptions and what I had been taught.   

 

My understanding of God grew and I 
began to realise that God is with us 
through love and pain and shares in our 
joys and sorrows.  We went on to have 2 
children; Katie & Tim.  Whilst they are 
both fit and healthy now, up until they 
were 3 or 4 months they were both on 
breathing monitors.  Katie kept holding her 
breath, and after the loss of Daniel it was a 
very traumatic time for me. 

 

Shortly before Katie’s birth we moved to 
Banstead, Surrey.  I was diagnosed with 
cancer when the children were 4 and 6 
years old.  During this time I received a lot 
of emotional and spiritual support from 
the church and thankfully went on to 
recover from the cancer. 

My Faith 

After my recovery I continued working part 
time for the Medicines Control Agency but 
I felt a strong call to do more for the 
church so I left a well-paid job and began 
work as a Family’s Worker at my local 
church.  After working in the role for 3 
years the Vicar suggested I might want to 
consider ordination, so I reflected upon 
this, went to a selection conference and 
then trained locally via the Guildford 
Diocesan Ministry Course.  During this 
time my marriage to Tony sadly 
disintegrated.  Myself & the children relied 
heavily upon church related 
accommodation for a while and I 
continued working at the church whilst 
training.  I was ordained in July 2004 at 
Guildford Cathedral. 
 

During the middle of my curacy I was 
offered the chance to lead a daughter 
church; St Mary’s, Burgh Heath.  After 
building the church up I felt a call to go 
and lead a parish church, so myself and 
the children moved to Ottershaw.  I had 
felt a call to become a Vicar, with a strong 
pull towards Ottershaw and I believe God 
wants me to be here and what a great 
place it is! 
 

Throughout everything, my faith has 
helped me, strengthening and encouraging 
me along the way.   

 

God walks with us through difficulties and 
brings us to a better place in the end, 
working for good no matter what happens. 
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MURRAY ROAD CAR PARK 
The Ottershaw Society has been consulting its members on concerns from the Brook Hall 
committee about the fact that this car park is full with long-term parkers during Monday 
to Friday daytime thus leaving no room for short-term parkers visiting the village hall or 
shopping. Further details can be found on our website.  At the time of printing this 
newsletter a wide range of views have been expressed by members, some supporting and 
some opposing the introduction of restrictions/charges. In the meantime the Brook Hall 
committee, who requested that charges be reintroduced for long stay parking, have 
received a reply from Runnymede BC.   Please see excerpts from this reply below: 
 

‘In 2012 the Council began a consultation with the community and other interested parties over the 
introduction of charges.  There was a proposal, on that occasion, for a free period and to have charges 
for those staying for longer than three hours.  Similar to that now requested.  Although  this seemed to be 
acceptable with some parts of the community where was again significant objection from, and on behalf, 
of longer term users.  As well as the fact that charging would have an impact on those working in the 
village, if they chose to use the facility, there was a fear that residential roads would be subjected to 
parking by those displaced from the car park.  It was thought that income from the carpark was then 
unlikely to cover the cost of equipment and management of the facility.  Following the consultation and 
much adverse comment the plan was rejected by Committee as part of its review of Borough operated 
free car parks.’   
 

‘The costs of introducing charging into Murray Road car park will inevitably have to be to the detriment 
of the Council Tax payer as it is unlikely that the income received will cover these costs.  The car park is 
actually owned by Surrey County Council.  Inevitably they would expect to receive a percentage of any 
income from the car park further reducing the potential income to the Council.  It is for these reasons that 
the request has been rejected.’ 

 

A full copy of the reply can be found on the Ottershaw society website. 

WATER MAINS RENEWAL PROJECT 

After a slow start, work on the water 
mains renewal project  seems to be 
progressing well along Brox Road.  For 
those of you who have avoided the area – 
here is a common view; with many pipes 
and holes dotted along the road!  



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
By Sandy Stephens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) is about 
local people working together to create 
safe, friendly places to live and places 
where crime is less likely to happen.  It’s 
about you looking out for your 
neighbours and them looking out for you.  

 
The main aim of a Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme is to create a partnership between 
the local community and the police.   It is a 
great way of building community relations 
and working together with the police and 
local council to reduce crime, reduce the 
fear of crime and improve the quality of 
life in your area.  

 
Neighbourhood Watch is run by volunteers 
for volunteers and it is not a Police led 
organisation. Surrey Police support in 
partnership with a network of volunteers 
who work across Runnymede in an effort 
to make our communities safer.    
 
A Neighbourhood Watch can be 
established and organised in many 
different ways and there is no ‘one size fits 
all’ template.  For example, an individual 
watch could be a road or street, block of 
flats or a section of a road or estate.   NHW 
is not just nationwide, many countries 
have established neighbourhood watch 
schemes in place. 
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There are approximately 150 Watches in 
the Runnymede Borough; 20 within 
Ottershaw itself.  Each Watch has a contact 
person; the co-ordinator,  with whom the 
local Police communicates.   There is also a 
small group of co-ordinators within 
Runnymede (the NHW Steering Group) 
who work with the police and send out 
information on local issues to Watches and 
receive back their concerns.   They also 
maintain the database of all Watches in 
the borough.   
 
So what are the benefits of being within a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme? 
• Possible home insurance discounts 
• Access to specialist crime reduction 

advice to improve home security 
• Regular communication and crime 

alerts from local police 
• Reduced likelihood of falling victim to 

crime 
• Vigilant neighbours concerned with 

community safety  
• Community issues addressed by a 

collective voice 
In short, any street or group of residents 
within a Watch will therefore directly 
receive timely warnings of crimes taking 
place in their vicinity and advice on 
keeping safe.   

 
 

A Spanish 
neighbourhood 

watch poster 

For further information on Neighbourhood Watch 
visit www.ourwatch.org.uk 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
ESTABLISHING A NHW 
SCHEME IN YOUR STREET?    
It is not an onerous task!   You would be 
the main point of contact between your 
neighbours, the police and the Steering 
Group and would receive and pass on 
information between the above 
mentioned groups. You would be part of a 
wider group of Watches which can also 
offer support and advice.   
 
There is plenty of support from the local 
Police and the Steering Group in setting up 
a Watch, with leaflets you can distribute to 
neighbours to let them know about the 
scheme.   Afterwards there will be 
continuing support for you to maintain the 
Watch and keep in touch with 
neighbouring ones.   

 
If you are interested, or do not know if 
your street has an active NHW, please 
send an email to:  
runnymedeneighbourwatch@gmail.com 
We can check our database and advise you 
of your nearest Watch so that you can 
speak to a co-ordinator. 

Thank you,  
The Runnymede Neighbourhood Watch 

Steering Group 

 

 

MURRAY HOUSE PLAY AREA 
We have even more good news following 
Runnymede BC’s decision to no longer put 
the Murray House play area up for sale; 
the play area in Palmer Crescent will be 
getting a makeover. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottershaw Society committee member 
Mark has been having e-mail 
conversations with Chris Dulley from the 
Green Space team at Runnymede BC 
regarding the Murray House play area in 
Palmer Crescent. 

 

Chris Dulley has advised that they are 
currently collecting quotes to spruce up 
the play area but they won't be able to 
carry out any works until after April.  The 
council are hoping to refurbish the existing 
equipment by stripping down and 
repainting the metal frames and replacing 
the old wooden panels with new coloured 
polypropylene ones.  The council hopes to 
have the work completed by the Summer 
holidays. 

 

Cllr Ifti Chaudhri spoke to Mark to advise 
that he fully supports the refurbishment of 
the play area and will help push this 
forward as and when necessary.  We have 
also requested that the fencing around the 
park be replaced as it is in bad condition 
and have asked Cllr Chaudhri to support us 
on this. 

DISCLAIMER:  
This newsletter has welcomed many 
different contributors from the local area, 
who in turn each have their own opinions.  
Please be advised that any opinions 
expressed in these articles may not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
Ottershaw Society.  We hope you welcome 
these additions to our newsletter and 
invite contributions for the next edition. 
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WE  HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED THE NEWSLETTER. 
OUR NEXT EDITION IS DUE NOVEMBER 2016 

JUST FOR FUN ANSWERS 
Were you able to find all 11 Ottershaw 
related words or places within this word 
search.   
How many did you find? 

OTTERSHAW MAY FAIR 
2ND MAY 2016 
12:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
OTTERSHAW MEMORIAL FIELDS  
 
Please visit the Memorial Fields on Monday 2nd May for 
the annual Ottershaw May Fair.  There will be all of the usual fun – stalls galore, ice 
cream, a beer tent, burgers, ice cream, inflatables, Punch and Judy and Morris Dancers. 

 
The Ottershaw May Fair desperately need volunteers from the community to help out 
on the day – setting up the field and guiding stall holders, staffing the entrances or 
marshalling the car park. 
 
For more information please email ottershawcp@gmail.com or visit 
Facebook/TheOttershawMayFair 


