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WELCOME TO OUR NEW LOOK NEWSLETTER
We hope you like the new look and enjoy reading it.
In this issue you will find a review of the societies
recent events.
We give details on the proposed development of the
local green belt with contributions from our local
councillors on the subject along with a walk of the
proposed area.
Local event dates for your Summer diary including events to celebrate the 800th
anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta and The Ottershaw May Fair plus a whole lot
more. There is also a fascinating article about Ottershaw’s War Memorial.

If you enjoy the newsletter, or perhaps you would like to contribute to the next issue
please do get in touch! committee@ottershawsociety.org

CAROL SINGING DECEMBER 2014
A good crowd joined together by the village shops last December to sing carols and raise
some funds for the Sam Beare Hospice.

A total of £150 was raised and at the same time everyone enjoyed mulled wine and
mince pies to keep out the cold. Special thanks to Brian Seymour who led the singing,
Dave Fisher on the organ and those behind the scenes preparing the refreshments.

Thank you also to MM Trees & Graham Mitson (for going up a ladder in the cold!) to once
again help the Ottershaw society ensure the village looked festive over Christmas.
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WINTER TALK’S 2014/2015
27th January '15 - Brookwood Cemetery - an Illustrated Talk by Kim Lowe
Kim gave an interesting talk explaining that the Cemetery was first opened in 1854
predominantly to take the deceased from London. It had it's own railway line with two
stations on site, and covers an area of approximately 500 acres. A huge amount of
restoration work is being carried out by the Cemetery Preservation Society, particularly to
some of the individual mausoleums. The society leads walking tours on the 1st Sunday of
each month starting in March. For more information go to their website
www.brookwoodcemetery.com.
17th February '15 - Bird Migration - a Talk by Peter Bickford
Peter's talk gave us a humorous insight into Bird Migrate. He explained that birds migrate
principally for food and will fly thousands of miles to find it. A large number of species fly
to various parts of Africa but will go to the same places each time. Some actually migrate
to the UK for example the Red Shank which comes from Iceland as its habitat is mudflats
and there are not many there in winter! A fascinating fact is that some birds will fly at
approximately 20,000 feet high during migration, compare this with the fact that we
humans need oxygen over about approximately 10,000 Feet! There are however a few
birds that do not migrate notably the Bullfinch which obviously likes our climate.
24th March '15 - Memorials of Runnymede - a Talk by Richard Williams
Richard, from the Egham Historical Society, gave a topical talk bearing in mind the 800th
Anniversary Celebrations this year. He explained the background to the 13th Century
Document and some of the memorials associated with it. The original document was in
Abbreviated Medieval Latin and written on Vellum or parchment by monks. It appeared
that King John was an extremely untrustworthy monarch, disliked by the majority of
people. As a result a number of Barons drew up articles which were presented, like a 'fait
accompli', to the King at Runnymede. Reluctantly the King gave it his seal, not as a
number of pictures depict him signing the document. As an aside Runnymede, in 1734,
hosted Horse Race Meetings, such as The King John and Magna Carta Stakes, perhaps a
fore runner to Ascot!

As a general comment all three talks were extremely well received by members and
visitors alike.

DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA FOR OUR EVENING MEETINGS?
We are currently planning our 2015/16 evening programme.
Do you have ideas about anything you would like to hear? Please do let us know.
Email: committee@ottershawsociety.org
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COMMUNICATION UPDATE

MAGNA CARTA EVENTS

We thought this issue it might be
interesting to introduce our newest
committee members; Angela & James
Robinson,
who are
responsible
for our
website,
newsletter
and social
media pages.
“We have lived with our young family in
the village for nearly 3 years. You may
already know Angela from the Fledglings
Playgroup on Fridays mornings at
Ottershaw C of E school. Together, we look
after the communication side of The
Ottershaw Society, so along with
producing this newsletter we also update
the increasingly popular Ottershaw Society
Website
(www.ottershawsociety.org),
Facebook page (Search: Ottershaw
Society)
and
Twitter
account.
(@Ottershawsoc)

To celebrate the
800th
anniversary of
the sealing of
Magna
Carta
there are a
number of local
events
taking
place. Below are
just a few of the
events which we
thought may be
of interest.

Our social media sites carry lots of content
both original and from around the web
that is relevant to Ottershaw residents
(such as Travel alerts, local events, news
articles, nice photo’s as the seasons
change etc), although our most popular
posts often relate to goings on above the
village it seems Ottershaw enjoys
amateur astronomy!
We are always searching for new, relevant
and positive content (think Summer day
photos, charity events to promote etc)
so please do get in touch with anything
that you would like to share with the
village and beyond – we like to be kept
busy”

• Monday 15 June 2015 – The official
ceremony: Magna Carta Foundation of
Liberty
• Chertsey Museum’s Freedom Under
the Law exhibition, 31 January 2015 –
31 December 2015
• Pop-up Visitor Centre, 1 June – 31
August 2015
• Sports Festival, 2 – 12 June 2015
• Music Festival, 7 – 15 June 2015
• Flower Festival, 12 – 16 June 2015
• Street Theatre, 13 and 14 June 2015
• Magna Carta 800th – The River Relay,
13 and 14 June 2015

• Magna Carta 800th – The Pageant, 14
June 2015
• Great Charter Festival, 14 June 2015
For more details on the events listed
please visit:
www.magnacarta800th.com/events/runnymede/
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THREAT TO LOCAL GREEN BELT?
Runnymede Borough Council's (RBC)
recent review of the Green Belt in the
Borough, highlighted a number of areas
to be removed from Green Belt
protection. With many people concerned
about both a housing crisis and protecting
the countryside, it’s a topic of interest for
Ottershaw residents.
RBC is currently working on the New Local
Plan 2035. This will eventually replace the
current 2001 Local Plan as the principal
guide to future development in
Runnymede up until 2035. Officers in the
Council's Policy and Strategy team are
currently producing the necessary
evidence to underpin the Runnymede
2035 Local Plan.
In December 2014 RBC commissioned a
private sector contractor to produce a
review of the Green Belt in the Borough.
Their report contains recommendations on
pieces of Green Belt land within
Runnymede that the Council could
potentially look to return to the urban
area through the Local Plan process to
help meet any identified development
needs which cannot be met in the
Borough's existing urban areas due to
insufficient capacity.
The report split the Borough's Green Belt
into land parcels and then assessed how
well each land parcel performs against the
purposes of the Green Belt as defined in
the National Planning Policy Framework
and whether the land parcels are subject
to any other planning / development
constraints before arriving at their
recommendations.

One of the recommendations being the
possible removal of land around the
Ottershaw village area.

A
B

Proposed parcels of land behind Chaworth
Copse (A) & behind Brox Road Nursery (B)

The council also considered whether any
of the Borough's reserve housing sites
should no longer be designated as such
due to their contribution to Green Belt
purposes.
In addition to this Runnymede Planning
Officers have embarked on a Technical
Green Belt Review. The purpose of this
exercise is to undertake a detailed
technical review of the whole extent of
the Green Belt boundary in Runnymede
in order to consider, and if necessary
make, minor amendments to the
boundary line.
In summary; the Green Belt Review
identifies areas of Green Belt land within
the borough that could potentially be
returned to the urban area; whereas the
Technical Review is looking at the Green
Belt boundaries around the fringes of the
urban areas. The technical review will
also form part of the evidence base that
will underpin the Local Plan, to be
considered as a companion document to
the Borough wide Green Belt Review
mentioned previously.
Continued on Page 8
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Why not a take our 3.5km circular walk
around the proposed Ottershaw locations
and discuss with a friend on the way - Pub
stop optional!

START

Starting at Timber Hill Car Park on the A320
(Opposite Christ Church). Cross the car park and
leave through the gate at the rear and enter into
Timber hill woods.
Once through the gate turn left and follow the path as it curves round to the left and
head down the hill, keeping the main road on your left hand side. The path eventually
veers round to the right, follow this down the rest of the hill. At the bottom of the hill
there is a fork in the path and in front of you should be the ‘Welcome to Chaworth Copse’
sign.
Once at the welcome sign, immediately on your left hand side (with back towards sign)
there are 5 steps down (you will see a paint mark on the tree directing you down), go
down these and enter into Chaworth Copse and continue straight along this path down
the hill following the paint marked trees.

Chaworth Copse has been proposed for removal from Green Belt protection.
At the bottom of the hill follow the path round to the right crossing over a small fallen
tree. At a fork in the path you will see two trees with paint on them, bear left to walk
down a short steep hill towards a grassy area and then follow the path round to the right.
Keep on this path until you reach the metal gates onto Brox Road to exit Chaworth Copse.
The next part of the walk is along the road. Exit Chaworth Copse and enter Brox Road
and turn left along Brox Road heading towards Bousley Rise.
At the junction turn right onto Bousley Rise and continue
until you reach the Junior School on your left hand side
Continue straight along Bousley Rise through the wooden
gates. At the next bend in the road (before crossing any
speed bumps) turn right along the public footpath
signposted towards Brooke End (*).

*Bousley Rise footpath
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This track takes you between houses and
along behind the back of the Meath
School.
At the end of the pathway you will march
out onto the fields of the land proposed for
removal from green belt protection,
between Brox Road, Bousley Rise &
Southwood Avenue.

Is this Green space to be protected or
could it be better used to provide
housing?

Land between Brox Road, Bousley Rise &
Southwood Avenue

Continue along the grass track , crossing over a dirt road until you reach a line of hedges
on your left hand side, follow the line of hedges round to the right then continue along
the path leaving the open space & entering into a wooded pathway - beware this can get
boggy in places!
At the end of this pathway turn right onto Brox Lane. Just past the first bend there is a
break in the hedge and a metal fence where you can see another view of Brox End.
These fenced off fields, of the former Brox End Nursery, are already approved for
development pending approval of final plans.
Continue up Brox Lane until you reach the junction with Brox Road. Cross over Brox
Road, you will see The Castle Pub in front of you, great for a pit stop if you are feeling
thirsty!
Turn right and head along Brox Road, crossing over Duffins Orchard and Trelawn Close .
After Trelawn House, on your left hand side you will see a pathway leading back to
Timber Hill. Turn left and continue along this pathway towards the woods. At the end of
this path, follow the footpath round to the right for about 15mtrs and then turn left,
heading up the hill . Follow this path, keeping right until a crossroads where you will bear
left to go further up the hill and you will see the Timber Hill car park in front of you.
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COUNCILLORS VIEW ON THREAT TO LOCAL GREEN BELT
Given the early stage that the Council is at with the preparation of the Runnymede 2035
Local Plan, no decisions have yet been made as to which, if any, of the resultant land
parcels identified in the Green Belt Review will be removed from the Green Belt or
changes made to the boundaries.
We asked our three local Foxhills Councillors for their view on the proposed Green Belt
removal affecting Ottershaw, two responded.
“Runnymede has a challenge. Where to find the land to construct the houses that we both
need and are being compelled to build. If one were to ignore the land that has already been
built upon, the flood plain and the Green Belt it does not leave many options. It is within this
context that Arup have finished a fundamental review of our Green Belt to attempt to locate
the areas that could be sacrificed with the least impact on the residents and damage to the
land remaining in the Green Belt. Not an insignificant task and one that will inevitably be
controversial and divide opinions. The concern for Ottershaw is that a significant parcel of
land has been earmarked for potential removal. Largely, east of Brox Road between Bousley
Rise to the north and Southwood Avenue to the south. A lot of this land is already built upon
and the area includes Hunts Yard and Meath School but also a large copse behind the school.
Many of you will know that I am passionate about our Green Belt, and our open spaces. It is
the reason that many of us have chosen to live here in the first place. This green is a finite
resource that needs our care and protection. However, I can understand why some of this
area has been selected to be carefully considered for removal. Chaworth Close is also part of
the potential parcel, it is already built upon of course but I hope many of you would agree
that it has become an attractive asset to the village. So, within this piece of land, in my
opinion, there are parts that could be sacrificed for removal that have the potential, if
developed sensitively could become, like Chaworth an attractive and positive asset and parts
that I consider would need continued protection”.

Howard Butterfield, Conservative Councillor for Foxhills
“I like living in Ottershaw, I like it’s semi rural look, its village atmosphere, I like the small
shopping centre and club and pubs and church etc.. However the look and atmosphere are
at risk due to the proposed developments for more housing. Badger Wood in Slade Road,
and Brockhurst in Brox Road, are to be sold by the County Council for housing development
and planning permission sought from Runnymede Borough council. Their is also a threat
that Brox Road Nursery, and Brox End Nursery, will be taken out of the green belt for further
housing development.

Needless to say I am vehemently against such changes to our village because I wish to
continue to like living here.”

Christopher Browne, UKIP Councillor for Foxhills.
The Ottershaw Society will continue to monitor, raise awareness, and make
representations on this issue where appropriate but it is equally important that
Ottershaw residents make their views known individually to the council.
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LOWER SPEED LIMIT
THROUGH VILLAGE?
The society would
like feedback on
whether you feel a
speed reduction
within the village
would
be
beneficial.
The spots we are concerned with are:
- Brox Road shops from 30mph to
20mph
- A320 Guildford Road from Otter
roundabout to Christ Church from
40mph to 30mph.
- areas close to schools (Fletcher Road
/ Fletcher Close / Brox Road) from
30mph to 20mph
Please do let us know your opinion on this
via email:
committee@ottershawsociety.org

McLAREN UPDATE
McLaren have submitted an amended
planning application for their proposed
extension.

OTTERSHAW OPEN GARDENS
Saturday 4th / Sunday 5th July 2015
2.00pm to 6.00pm both days
A variety of gardens will be open over the
weekend, varying from small back gardens
to much larger gardens and will offer
something of interest for everyone as well
as Afternoon teas and a plant sale at Brook
Hall.
There will be a farm walk on the Saturday
when children will be particularly
welcome. No dogs allowed at the farm,
but well behaved dogs on a lead welcome
at the gardens.
£5 donation per person, Children under 12
free. All proceeds to Ottershaw Village
Hall. For more info call 01932 874328

TRAVIS PERKINS
Following revised plans submitted, Travis
Perkins on Brox Road have had their
planning application approved.
The revised plans keep the existing
entrance layout but replace the current
low level wall with wrought iron fencing
with an increased height of 2.1m.

BROCKHURST UPDATE
The amendment mainly refers to the
temporary diversion to a public right of
way during the construction of the
development.
Further details can be found on our
website (www.ottershawsociety.org) but
we advise any objectors to resubmit their
representations to Woking County Council
as soon as possible.

Surrey County Council’s Cabinet agreed at
its meeting on 10 March 2015 to stop
providing residential care in its six care
homes for older people, including
Brockhurst.
At this time the council is not looking to
sell the properties, and will look at
potential options for using the sites for
health and social care purposes.
9 | Page

MEMBERSHIP OF
THE OTTERSHAW
SOCIETY
If you would like to be kept
informed about local issues
and are not already a
member, please do consider
joining.
The
current
subscription is:
- Single person £6,
- Couple £9,
- Single pensioner £4,
- Couple pensioners £6
The Treasurer is Roger
Pashley, 137A Brox Rd,
Ottershaw, KT16 OLG
e-mail:
maryandroger@ntlworld.com

USEFUL WEBSITES LOCAL CONTACTS
The Ottershaw Society
www.ottershawsociety.org
email:

Ottershaw Village
www.ottershawvillage.net
Brook Hall, Brox Road
www.ottershawvillagehall.org.uk

Ottershaw Social Club
www.ottershawsocialclub.co.uk

Ottershaw Players
www.ottershawplayers.co.uk

Christ Church

We can always do with more
help. Tasks can be as little or
large as you want.
Currently we are particularly
looking for someone to be
our Committee Secretary (6
meetings a year) and people
to help with refreshments at
meetings.
Please e-mail:

Ottershaw CofE Infant &
Junior School

if you can help in any way.

OUR 2015 AGM...

www.ottershawsurgery.co.uk

01932 875001

committee@ottershawsociety.org

THE SOCIETY
COMMITTEE

committee@ottershawsociety.org

Surrey Police Ottershaw
Doctors Surgery

www.ottershawchurch.com

www.ottershawcofeschools.
surrey.sch.uk

Ottershaw Village Diary
www.ottershaw-villagediary.net/diary.htm

Cubs, Scouts, Beavers,
Rainbows, Brownies &
Guides
email: Heather Howell
cubscouts@ottershawvillage.net

Surrey Police
www.surrey.police.uk
101 (non emergency
contact number)
Crimestoppers
To report anonymous
information about a crime
0800 555 111

Surrey County Council
03456 009 009
Runnymede Borough
Council
01932 838 383
Borough Community
Safety Officer
01932 425 065
Reporting an incident of
anti-social behaviour
01932 425 065
Surrey County Councillor Foxhills, Virginia Water
Mel Few 01344 842886
Runnymede Borough
Councillor – Foxhills
Chris Browne 07748
151707
Howard Butterfield 01932
874 318
Itikhar Chaudhri 07859
033216

is at the Brook Hall on
22nd September 2015. Please do join us for the meeting and cheese & wine afterwards.
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OTTERSHAW CAMEO
(Come And Meet Each Other)

OTTERSHAW WAR
MEMORIAL

If you’re free on a Thursday morning why
not pop into CAMEO at the Brook Hall for a
cup of tea or fresh filtered coffee and a
mouth-watering cake or jam and cream
scone. It’s already a favourite of many
villagers and you’ll find a warm welcome
there in its vibrant cafe atmosphere.

Following the generous support of two
local organisations the Church were able
to commission Lodge Brothers to
undertake a special cleaning process of the
war memorial and its surrounds at Christ
Church prior to the Remembrance Day
services in November 2014.

All ages are welcome, whether after
dropping the kids off at school or whilst
shopping or having a hairdo (or even after
feeding the ducks at St.Peters!).

CAMEO is open at 9.15am during term
time and at 10am half terms and some
school holiday weeks, till 12 noon. (See
notices on Christ Church notice board
outside Hall).
If you’re a knitter you can pick up wool at
CAMEO to knit hats, scarves and mittens
for the Mission to Seafarers. CAMEO also
collect tins of food for the Salvation Army
Tin-a-Week
appeal.
Our
local
neighbourhood police call in from time to
time to chat to residents.

CAMEO SUNDAY SERVICE
SUNDAY 10th MAY AT 11am
CHRIST CHURCH is piloting a new way to
bring ‘church’ out of the building on the
hill and down into the village centre. The
service will consist of well-known hymns,
some liturgy, a Bible reading, prayers for
our community and the rest of the
world. There will be a short talk and
discussion in the service and tea & coffee
will be served during this time.

A second phase
of the work will
be undertaken
in the spring to
repair and
repaint the
inscriptions on
all four sides of
the monuments
substantial
base,
comprising
more than
1,600 letter
sets.
The project, led by the Church, is still in
need of funds to complete the task. Some
23 names are listed as having made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country in the
Great War.
In all 42 names appear on the Memorial,
the majority from WW2 and the most
recent name, not listed but read out at the
Service of Remembrance is that of a
soldier from Ottershaw killed in
Afghanistan in 2008.
Please consider donating to the War
Memorial Appeal. Please contact Jacqui
01932 873160.
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OTTERSHAW MAY FAIR 4th May 2015, 12 – 4.30pm
The Ottershaw Community Partnership (OCP) is a ‘not for profit’ organisation who run the
Ottershaw May Fair. 2015 will be the 4th year the OCP has run the Ottershaw May Fair,
and the event keeps on growing. It takes a lot of hard work and a great deal of planning
for just one day but it is worth it!

Any money made from the event gets split between local Ottershaw organisations.
Following last year’s event, the OCP distributed profits of £4,100 amongst local
community organisations such as Christ Church, Brook Hall & Recrodis.
The May Fair is very much a fun, family event with plenty for all ages. People still love to
see traditional things at a fair and as long as you have a beer tent the dads are happy!
The Ottershaw Community Partnership
Julian Davies, Barbara Howse, Mick Roche, Codge and Sarah Vullo
Facebook: The Ottershaw May Fair

ONCE AGAIN THE OTTERSHAW SOCIETY ARE PROUD TO BE AT THIS
YEARS MAY FAIR – PLEASE DO COME AND SAY HELLO!

VILLAGE CREAM TEA’S
May 16th and 17th raising money for Woking & Sam Beare Hospice
Entry £5 per person
Last years events managed to raise £1000!
238a Brox Rd, 3 - 6pm with Tombola and Art exhibition

WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED OUR NEW LOOK
NEWSLETTER, THE NEXT EDITION IS DUE NOV 2015
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