
   

Brockhurst was built in 1966 as a residential home for the elderly. During the 1990’s 

SCC transferred all its existing in-house elderly residential homes, except the        

remaining 6 of which Brockhurst is one, to Anchor Homes.   

The new inspection criteria outlined by 

the Care Quality Commission will in 

future  judge all residential homes  

under a new criteria of “the MUMS 

test” i.e. would  you put your parents 

in a particular home. Based on these  

new criteria the Council has been 

forced to examine its offering within 

the  remaining homes and has       

concluded that the present offering will 

not in all likelihood meet the new    

criteria due to their age and facilities.  

Accordingly a consultation process has been initiated with all stakeholders on the  

future of these homes. The consultation documentation is available on Surrey    

Council’s web site and will run until December 2014.  

Whatever the outcome of the Consultation, no residents will be moved during the 

coming winter. A decision on whether to proceed with the consultation was discussed 

at the Cabinet meeting held on 21st October. The full paper is on the Council’s     

website. 

Carol Singing Sat 20th December Ottershaw     

Society Gifts 

Tea Towels     

showing old views of 

the village. £3 each 

or 2 for £5. 

Historic maps of 

Ottershaw  £5 each 

Key Rings          

Imprinted with the 

Otter logo 50p each. 

Jubilee Mugs       

£3 each 

Ring Susan on 

01932 872610 

 

 

Newsletter  November 2014 

Join us  in the usual place outside the village shops Sat 20th Dec at 11.00am. Bring 

along your friends and neighbours to join us in Carol Singing, fortified with a glass of 

mulled wine and a mince pie! 

The singing will be led as before by Brian Seymour with other folk from Christ Church. 

Dave Fisher will be accompanying us on the keyboard. There will be a collection for 

the Sam Beare Hospice. This event promises to be a very pleasant start to the  

Christmas Festivities, we hope to see you there.  

The Society will once again be organising Christmas trees in the village. 

Badgers Wood,   

Slade Road 
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Foundation of the Ottershaw       
Society in 1981 

Badgers Wood, Slade Road 
Badgers Wood is a residential/respite care home for people with learning difficulties. 

It is owned by Surrey County Council (SCC), built in 1969/70.   The existing service 

does not fully provide the opportunity for residents to maximise their independence 

and live in a supported living environment.   It is recognised the  building is too large 

to provide a sufficiently individualised service. 

The current service does not accord with the strategic direction of Surrey Adult Social Care, 

in terms of a shift from residential care to a broader range of personalised accommodation 

options such as supported living. 

The vulnerability of people living in the home due to age and infirmity has increased and 

their needs will be difficult to meet appropriately within the present service. 

The service in its current form has experienced a lack of demand in at least the last 5 years, 

high and increasing vacancy level compromises the financial viability of the existing service. 

Given the concerns about the building and the lack of fit with current commissioning         

priorities, there is no expectation that new referrals will be made and so demand is projected 

to continue to decline over time. 

Significant financial investment in the building is required and it presents a number of     

challenges to adaptation and refurbishment. New Learning Disability schemes are generally 

developed on the basis of accommodation for 4 to 8 people. 

This has been well received by all those consulted, especially the residents.  Therefore SCC 

has taken the decision to close Badgers Wood. The Council is currently considering the best 

use of this asset going forward.  

 

In the 1930`s there was a plan to build a `new` road from London to Southampton. The 1st 

part to be built was the Arterial Chertsey Road from Richmond to Hanworth. By 1938/9 the 

plans were published of the next stage, which was to go through Ottershaw! Thus the           

1st Ottershaw Preservation Society was formed to fight these plans. The outbreak of WW2 

ended the plans both for the road and the Society. In due course the completion of the road, 

the M3, was well to the north of Ottershaw.  

The 2nd Ottershaw Preservation Society was formed in the 1960`s to fight various local 

planning applications. It folded in the 1970`s. 

In May 1981, Reg Taylor organised a public meeting in Brook Hall to tell Ottershaw          

residents that their “Common” was in danger of being sold off, after serving as an open 

space for locals since 1800. It was agreed to reform The Ottershaw Preservation Society 

(OPS) and he was elected Chairman. He fulfilled this role for 26 years. The name was in 

due course changed to the Ottershaw Society. 

The Common, its historical name is Timber Hill, was 30 acres of waste land along the west 

side of Guildford Road opposite the Church. Most of the area of the village had been waste 

land of the Manor of Walton Leigh as the soil was so poor. At the 1800 Enclosure Act of this 

Manor most of the waste was enclosed and sold to local landowners. 3 areas were given to 

the Chertsey Poor`s Allotments Charity Board to provide for collecting firewood, grazing etc. 

for the poor of the parish, one of which was The Common. Due to changing circumstances 

of the use of the Common by the poor, the Charity changed to letting the land for allotments 

and using the rents to distribute fuel vouchers, and other goods, to the poor. The use of the 

allotments ceased by the 1960`s, as well as the distribution of goods to the poor. Thus the 

Charity was no longer receiving an income from the land to fulfil its charitable aims. 
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So in 1981 the Charity let the northern part of the site to a local resident for grazing. As he 

started to clear the land of trees there was a storm of protest from local residents led by 

David and Marjorie Easton, Reg and Phoebe Taylor and Mick and Sue Mannveille.        

Runnymede Council was contacted and a Tree Preservation Order and an Article 4 was put 

on the whole site thus preventing any further tree clearance or grazing. Now, with no       

income, the Charity was advised to 

sell the land and to use the income 

for other charitable purposes. 

The OPS obtained pledges for 

thousands of pounds in an attempt 

to buy the land at  woodland value 

with the Woodland Trust and for the 

latter to manage the land for public 

benefit. The Chertsey Poor`s com-

mittee voted, in spite of extensive 

negotiations with the Ottershaw 

Preservation Society, to  obtain the 

maximum amount it could. The 

OPS went to the High Court to 

challenge the Chertsey Poor`s   

decision to proceed at the higher 

value, in which the Society was 

backed by the  Attorney    General 

and continued financial support by 

the residents. The Society lost the 

case as the Judge ruled that, as 

the Chertsey Poor`s had already signed the sale deeds with the developer Mr. Grant, of 

Martin Grant Homes, the sale had to stand regardless of the merits of the case. But the 

OPS was   awarded most of its costs against the Chertsey Poor`s.  

Martin Grant then sold 15 acres, the southern part of the site, to surrounding residents.  

Applications to build were refused by Runnymede Council as the land is in the Green Belt. 

In 1992 Martin Grant Homes was in financial trouble and sold the remaining 15 acres to    

the Runnymede Council. 

One positive effect of the village fighting so hard to save The Common and pledging a    

considerable amount of money (had OPS been successful in buying the site) was that        

Runnymede Council not only bought the Common, but at later dates bought up another      

5 sites adjacent to the village creating further open spaces for all residents to enjoy. 

From this battle to keep an important open space in the village for long-tern benefit, the  

Society became involved in many activities in the village - mainly planning issues, but also 

the Christmas lights over the shops in Brox Road, the erection of the Millennium Village 

sign, its part in the negotiations with the Church to set up the Brook Hall Committee (Village 

Hall) which has so successfully just completed the renovation of the Hall and last but not 

least in talks and social events.  

The 3rd Ottershaw Society continues to bring the village together to monitor planning     

issues and organise social events.  

To continue this work we need everyone to support the Society, especially with new 

members to fill vacancies on the committee. 

Pictures depict the clearance of the Common in 1981 
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The Morris Family of Brox Lane 

Page 4 Newsletter Title 

My family has lived in Brox Lane for nearly 100 years, with my grandparents moving into 

the original ‘Home Bush’ in 1922 after moving from London. 

My grandfather owned a trading & haulage company which he relocated to ‘Home Bush’ 

when the family moved here.  

My grandparents had 7 children, all raised in Ottershaw, 2 of whom stayed in Brox Lane 

and raised their own families here. My aunt Rene built ‘Beyond’ which is  where my   

daughter Becky now lives with her children Riley & Matilda. My parents Ernie & Ruby, 

moved into ‘Endeavour’ when they married in 1949. I was born there in 1952 then my father 

built ‘High Endeavour’ and we moved in when I was 6 years old. This is where my mother 

lives to this day. 

My father started farming here in 1940. He kept pigs and grew assorted traditional market 

garden veg; lettuce, radishes, salad onions, cabbages and leeks. He ran his own freight 

vehicles with which he transported the produce daily to local and London markets. 

I went to Ottershaw Infant School (where Toad Hall Nursery is currently located), then the 

Junior School (now Colebrook Place on A320 at the bottom of the hill near Christchurch)  

and onto St Paul’s, Addlestone. I then went to Surbiton Grammar School to do my ‘A’ levels 

and finally joined the family business when I left Newcastle University in the early 1970’s.  

At that point, we expanded the current farm to the current 30 acres and, during the same 

period, I built my bungalow, ‘Home Bush’. 

In 1977 we also started growing on land at Mizen’s Farm (where the current McLaren   

Technology Centre is situated), which took our growing area up to almost 100 acres.       

We were still growing similar crops but also now supplying The Williams Group who packed 

produce for Tesco, which is how I met my wife Jane. She had a Summer job packing      

radishes at Williams during August 1979 and I used to deliver produce directly to the     

packhouse…….the rest, as they say, is history! 

 

Ernie Morris ploughing circa 1960 
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 In the late 1980’s we reverted to just growing here in Brox Lane, adding parsley and   

tarragon to our list of crops, when we started  supplying a supermarket packer, R&G Ste-

vens, at West End. Over the ensuing years we grew more herbs and phased out the  

salad crops. We began growing large quantities of coriander, dill, flat parsley and curly 

parsley, with the majority of our produce going to be packed for Safeway & Waitrose. We 

later also supplied a processor for Marks and Spencer ready meals but also continued 

supplying directly into the wholesale markets. By this time we were also growing mint, 

along with the other herbs, which were selling to caterers, restaurants and cruise ships, 

amongst others.  

As part of our due diligence, it was a requirement as a supplier to the supermarkets that 

we were members of a Crop Assurance Scheme, namely Assured Produce. This entitled 

us to sell our produce under the Assured Food Standards logo, more commonly known 

as The Red Tractor. In fact, we were the first company to gain the Red Tractor Licence, 

number 0001….our 15 minutes of fame perhaps? 

We are currently growing mint, dill and swiss chard and have a workforce of 5; myself, 

Jane & 3 harvesting staff. We now only supply customers in Western International & 

New Covent Garden Markets, with our harvesting season running from April through to 

November. 

Living here and earning a living from the land, I feel an obligation to look after it and the 

wildlife that live on it. We have been members of FWAG (Farming and Wildlife Advisory 

Group) and are also members of LEAF (Linking Environment & Farming), which actively 

promote sustainable food production with care and to high environmental standards.       

I enjoy living and working where I do and want my grandchildren and future generations 

to continue doing so in an environment that I have helped preserve. 

  

“I started young” 

by Steve Morris 
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AGM 2014 

The AGM was held at the Ottershaw Village Hall on 23rd.September 2014. 

Brian Williams opened the meeting welcoming all present. Last year’s minutes were read 

and approved. 

Our Treasurer, Roger Pashley, reported that finances were in a healthy state and that the 

Society was able to donate £500 to the CPRE in recognition of their important role they 

were undertaking in campaigning to preserve the Green Belt.  Membership had fallen to 

447, but was still a sizeable number for our village.  We continue to need younger        

members, as the membership age profile is still too high. He thanked David Easton, on the 

Society’s behalf, for continuing to act as independent examiner. 

Graham Mitson gave a brief outline on planning issues that had arisen during the year,        

including proposed developments on the MOD land at Longcross, McLaren, Palmer Cres-

cent and Willow Farm sites. 

Brian Williams thanked Hannah Lane for her continued support on planning issues. 

Susan Mannveille reported on the interesting meetings we had over the past year and    

outlined plans for the 3 meetings planned over the coming winter months. She thanked  

everyone for their support during the past year. 

James Robinson introduced himself and his wife Angela, and said that they had taken over 

the maintenance and development of our social media and website activities from Liz    

Sexton and Russ Stephens. They hoped to help promote village activities and anything  

affecting the local community using Twitter and Facebook. 

Roger Pashley reported that the Village Hall Trustees had done a marvellous job in the  

second phase of its development, and suggested that a vote of thanks be sent  from the 

AGM to their committee. This received unanimous support. 

Brian Williams advised that John Gurney sat on the Fairoaks Consultative Committee and 

that he was also on a similar Heathrow Committee. There followed some discussion on 

noise issues and the new trial pathways from Heathrow. 

Roger Pashley reported that Susan Mannveille, Sandy Stephens and Liz Sexton  were 

standing down from the committee, although they would continue to help out with activities. 

They were thanked for their contribution, having served the committee for 32, 6, & 5 years 

respectively. They were each presented with flowers . 

James and Angela Robinson, who were co-opted last year, agreed to stand for the        

committee in the coming year and were approved in addition to Graham Mitson, Roger 

Pashley, Brian Williams and Trevor Young, who agreed to continue as committee        

members. 

At the closure of the meeting, the members enjoyed refreshments and an opportunity to 

socialise. 
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www.ottershaw-village.net  

The Ottershaw-Village.Net is a local information portal designed and administered for the 

benefit of the local community and visitors. 

www.ottershawvillagehall.org.uk – 07704 835543 (Jeanette West)  

Ottershaw Village Hall, also known as Brook Hall, is a charming, traditional, small village Hall, 

serving the community of Ottershaw and surrounding areas. The Hall provides a valuable fo-

cus for local groups, clubs, societies and social gatherings as well as being available for pri-

vate hire.  

www.ottershawsocialclub.co.uk – 01932 872304  

Ottershaw Social Club is a thriving village club founded in 1883. The club can boast a large 

number of members in the surrounding area in all age ranges, as well as excellent bar prices. 

www.ottershawplayers.co.uk  

A friendly, amateur, community-based drama group based in Ottershaw, Surrey since 1963.  

www.ottershawchurch.com  

Christ Church is a friendly and welcoming Church where you can discover more about the 

Christian faith. 

www.ottershawcofeschools.surrey.sch.uk  

Ottershaw Infant and Junior Schools are located in the heart of the Ottershaw Community on 

two adjoining sites. We cater for children from 3 years of age, at our onsite Nursery, up to 

Year 6 when children are 11 years old and move on to secondary school. Ottershaw Schools 

have a capacity of 460 pupils. 

www.ottershaw-village.net/diary.htm  

Ottershaw Village diary of events 

www.the-castle-ottershaw.co.uk – 01932 872373  

A traditional village pub serving good homemade food and offering a fine range of wines, spir-

its and real ales with a welcoming, friendly and efficient service. 

www.ottershawsurgery.co.uk – 01932 875001 

We are an award-winning, small, friendly practice and aim to provide a personal service and a 

high standard of medical care to all our patients. 

www.surrey.police.uk - Non-Emergency contact number - 101 

Surrey Police is dedicated to providing neighbourhood policing for your area. Their website 

allows you to find out who your local team is and how to contact them and also provides up to 

date information on the area.   

 

Cubs, Scouts & Beavers, Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 

Contact Heather Howell, the Group Scout Leader at cubscouts@ottershaw-village.net 

Useful information websites 
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Ottershaw Society Communications Update 

We have 5 ways for members to be kept up to date with issues, events & general news related to Ottershaw:  

1. Website (www.ottershawsociety.org) 

2. Email updates from the committee 

3. The biannual newsletter 

4. The social networking sites Facebook Ottershaw society)  

5. Twitter (@Ottershawsoc).  

 

Website – www.ottershawsociety.org 

The website is a great way to be kept up to date and allows us to be able to share more detailed information with 

you.  You can also access our newsletters, event calendar, planning issues, history of the village, our affiliations and 

other local associations. 

 

Social Media – Facebook (Ottershaw Society) / Twitter (Ottershawsoc) 

Our social media following keeps on growing and has more than doubled in the last 6 months!!  Why not join our 

growing followers and be kept informed easily?   

 

Facebook & Twitter  

Used by the Society to update members with relevant news items as soon as they become known. They also act as 

a newsfeed, providing us with daily updates from local councils, news reporters and government bodies, which we 

forward as appropriate.  

 

If you are new to social media it couldn’t be easier to join in, and get signed up.   

 

Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, 

upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends, family, colleagues & other things of  inter-

est to you. You can make whatever you want of Facebook by how much you interact & with whom you choose to 

interact. You sign up by entering some details, and preferably a photo of yourself, on the Facebook website. Then 

you’re ready to start posting updates if you choose to or you can just use the site to find old friends, relatives & be 

kept up to date with anything else that interests you. 

Twitter is a free social networking and microblogging service that allows you to answer the ques-

tion, "What are you doing?" by sending short text messages 140 characters in length, called "tweets", to your friends, 

or "followers."  Again you can interact with Twitter as much or as little as you wish by either “tweeting” messages    

yourself or simply “following” people or anything else that is of interest to you, allowing you to be kept up to date with 

whomever you wish. 

 

Social Media is a great way for you to interact with the Society - after all the Society is here for its members 

and we can only represent your views if you make them known to us! 

 

For members who wish to be kept informed only of the major issues, meetings and social events, our email circulars 

remain popular. If you would like to join our circulation list, please email committee@ottershawsociety.org  

http://www.ottershawsociety.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=what+is+facebook&FORM=HDRSC
http://twitter.com/
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OTTERSHAW CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other) 

If you’re free on a Thursday morning why not pop into CAMEO at the Brook Hall for a cup of tea or fresh filtered cof-

fee and a mouth-watering cake or jam and cream scone. It’s already a favourite of many villagers and you’ll find a 

warm welcome there in its vibrant cafe atmosphere.   

Everyone of any age from 0-100 is welcome, whether after dropping the kids off at school or whilst shopping or    

having a hairdo (or even after feeding the ducks at St.Peters!).  We’re open at 9.15am during term time and at 10am 

half terms and some school holiday weeks, till 12 noon.  (See notices on Christ Church notice board outside Hall).            

If you’re a knitter you can pick up wool at CAMEO to knit hats, scarves and mittens for the Mission to Seafarers.    

We also collect tins of food for the Salvation Army Tin-a-Week appeal.  Our local neighbourhood police call in from 

time to time to chat to residents. 

Surrey Police single non-emergency contact number 101 

Crimestoppers For anonymous information about a crime 0800 555 111 

Surrey County Council 03456 009 009 

Runnymede Borough Council 01932 838 383 

Borough Community Safety Officer 01932 425 065 

Reporting an incidence of anti-social behaviour 01932 425 065 

Surrey County Councillor Foxhills,  

Virginia Water 

Mel Few 01344 842 886 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Chris Browne 07748 151707 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Howard Butterfield 01932 874 318 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Iftikhar Chaudhri  07859 033216 

Contacting your Council and Police 

Do you have an e-mail address, and if so, do we have it?  

If you would like to be notified of future events and of issues that have arisen since our last public meeting or news-

letter, please e-mail committee@ottershawsociety.org  Our website is updated regularly: www.ottershawsociety.org 

Forthcoming talks to be held at Brook Hall 

Tuesday 25th November -  

An illustrated talk by Kim Lowe on The History of Brookwood Cemetery 

Tuesday 27th January -  

A talk by Peter Bickford on Bird Migration 

Tuesday 24th March - 

A talk by Richard Williams on The Memorials of Runnymede Meadow 

 

For any further information on the comments in this newsletter or the Society, please contact:  

Susan Mannveille 01932 872610 

mailto:cllr.Iftikhar.Chaudhri@runnymede.gov.uk

