
Woman fined £8,126 for breaching Tree Preservation Order 

Jean Doran, aged 51, from Stonehill Road, Ottershaw, pleaded guilty to undertaking work to trees 

on her property that were protected by Tree Preservation Orders and damaging trees in a manner 

likely to destroy them at Redhill Magistrates Court on Tuesday 19 August 2014. 

She was fined £6,500, ordered to pay the Council's costs of £1,506 and a victim surcharge of £120. 

The court heard that on 10 October 2013 Runnymede Borough Council issued a Woodland Tree 

Preservation Order on trees at the rear part of the site, whilst an existing Tree Preservation Order covered 

the front part of the site. Officers visited the site that day, but access was refused and advised the occupier 

that trees on the site were protected and if work was going to be carried out permission from the Council 

would be required. 

Officers returned to the site on 23 October 2013 and advised Mrs Doran that trees on the site were 

protected. On 7 January 2014, Officers again visited the site and upon entry they noted that trees had been 

removed and damaged and therefore an offence had been committed.  

In sentencing Mrs Doran, Magistrates stated that she had deliberately damaged the environment and the 

trees, and by denying access to the land she had made a serious offence. 

In addition to the fines, Mrs Doran has been advised that replacement trees need to be planted and officers 

will return to the site in September to ensure that suitable replacements have been planted. 

Councillor Geoffrey Woodger, Chairman of Runnymede Borough Council's Planning Committee, said: "This 

is a good result for the Council and sends out a strong message that the Council takes Tree Preservation 

Orders seriously. Planning rules apply to everyone and should be observed, as demonstrated ignoring 

advice can prove costly.  By not heeding advice Mrs Doran has received substantial financial penalties." 

For more information about planning enforcement please call 01932 838383 or visit 

www.runnymede.gov.uk/planningenforcement 
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