
   

Current Committee (Responsibilities in brackets) 

Sue Mannveille (Vice Chairman, Social activities, Newsletter,) 01932-872610 

Brian Williams (Vice Chairman, Planning and Fairoaks) 01932-454874 

Sandy Stephens (Secretary) 01932-874813 

Roger Pashley (Treasurer and Membership) 01932-872211 

Trevor Young (Distribution) 01932-872298 

Graham Mitson (Planning) 01932-874227 

Liz Sexton (Social Media) 01932-872115 

We have recently co-opted James & Angela Robinson who are promoting the Society 
through the social media and raising our profile on the web. 

......not on the Committee but helping out are: Russ Stephens (Website)                 
and John Gurney (on the Fairoaks Consultative Committee) 

Your Society Needs You! 

Ottershaw     

Society Gifts 

Tea Towels - show-

ing old views of the 

village. £3 each or 2 

for £5. 

Historic maps of 

Ottershaw  £5 each 

Key Rings -        

Imprinted with the 

Otter logo 50p each. 

Jubilee Mugs -      

£3 each 

Ring Susan on 

01932 872610 
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The Ottershaw Society desperately requires volunteers to stand for election to 

the committee at the forthcoming AGM in September. Unless we receive        

additional help, the Society will not be able to continue in its current form. It will  

either be forced to run a skeleton service, merge with another local Society or 

fold completely. 

The Society has now been running for 4 years without a Chairman. Over the past two 

years the committee has reduced from 10 to 8 and will reduce to 5 following the 

AGM in September.   

Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds are welcome and the role you play within the 

Society can be tailored to the amount of time you are able to spare.   

For further details please contact secretary@ottershawsociety.org or tel: 874813 

The above is the stark message that was given to those members who joined us for 

our last meeting of the season, in March.    We have made earlier appeals for volun-

teers for the committee without success and it is likely that our next AGM will be the 

occasion in which we will formally close the Society.   

This will be a great loss to the village community and also a great pity as we have in 

the past couple of months co-opted James and Angela Robinson to manage our so-

cial media. They have been able to promote the Society to a much larger audience 

using, for example, Facebook and Twitter, resulting in a far greater number of people 

viewing our on-line pages. There has been good feedback about their regular updates 

and news of local interest. 

 We do hope that we get sufficient offers of help in order for the Society to continue to 

serve the community. 
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2013-2014 Talks at Brook Hall 
Thank you to all those who have come to our meetings at Brook Hall over this last season. We have had a good-

sized audience each time, for a varied group of speakers on topics of local interest, wildlife and nearby places to vis-

it. All our talks have been very well received and have been both informative and extremely entertaining. 

We began last November with a talk by Tim Morris, Brooklands Trust Members Administrator on “The History of 

Brooklands”. Tim explained the history of Brooklands from being the first dedicated motor racing circuit in the UK, 

when a two and three quarter mile banked circuit was built early in the 1900s. Apart from a period during WWl, it was 

raced on continuously until 1939.   

During the WWll Vickers manufactured the Wellington Bomber and Hurricane aircraft at Brooklands and as a result 

the site came under intense bombing.  At the same time Barnes Wallis was also developing the Bouncing Bomb.    

At the end of the war the site was a major aircraft manufacturing base, from Viscounts to VC10 and the development 

of Concorde. Tim showed an excellent collection of archive photographs which clearly demonstrated the history of 

the site. 

This year we have had three further talks.. In January Graeme Lewington from the Wey and Arun Canal Trust gave 

us a fascinating insight into “The Wey and Arun navigation”: the history of the canal and the challenges the Trust 

have had in restoring it to its former navigable state. It was built in the late eighteenth, early nineteenth century – and 

was even used to transport bullion from Portsmouth to the Bank of England under armed guard!  The spread of the 

railway system in the middle of the nineteenth century led to its decline.   The Trust’s aim is to restore “London’s lost 

route to the sea” (the canal was built to link London to the South coast via the rivers Wey and Arun).   To date they 

have restored or rebuilt 11 locks, 24 bridges and 2 aqueducts. He showed many “before” and “after” photos to 

demonstrate the reconstruction work the Trust has carried out. A formidable task!  

In February it was a topic with a link closer to home. Sheila Binns’ talk was “Sir George Gilbert Scott, architect of 

Christ Church”.   Her talk was illustrated with numerous slides giving an account of this highly respected Victorian 

architect and the buildings that he designed, (among them our own church celebrating its 150th birthday this year).   

He was one of the most prolific architects that Great Britain has produced, over 800 buildings being designed or al-

tered by him.   He was an English Gothic revival architect, chiefly associated with the design, building and renovation 

of churches and cathedrals, although he started his career as a leading designer of workhouses. 

Scott was the architect of many iconic buildings, including the Midland Grand Hotel at St Pancras Station, the Albert 

Memorial, and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, all in London, St Mary's Cathedral, Glasgow, the main     

building of the University of Glasgow, and St Mary's Cathedral in Edinburgh. 

Our last talk of the season in March was from Sue Kidger from “Hedgehog Rescue”. She has rescued hedgehogs 

for the last fourteen years and at any one time cares for several in her home. She gave a lively talk, with advice on 

how  to care for hedgehogs and with several amusing anecdotes about her experiences with these animals.  

Hedgehog population has declined by 40% in recent years and may be extinct in 

the UK in another twenty. Her  advice was to be careful when preparing the  

garden for summer; check before strimming, never leave bags full of leaves 

open overnight, and check fires before lighting them. Hedgehogs are lactose 

intolerant so please don't leave milk out for 

them, instead a shallow bowl of water will suf-

fice, especially during the summer. Hedge-

hogs really are a gardener’s best friend as 

they eat slugs, beetles and snails. Her talk 

ended with an introduction to “Alfie” (pictured), 

who stole the show! 

Thank you to Sue Mannveille who has organ-

ised such a diverse and interesting   series of 

talks for us, and thanks also go to her and her 

helpers who have provided refreshments at all 

the talks.  Thanks also go to other members of 

the committee who help with the running of the evening, setting up and clearing 

the hall and collecting at the door.    

Note: A date for your diary, that our next meeting is our AGM and social event,  on 23rd September. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_revival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workhouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Grand_Hotel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Pancras_Station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Memorial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Memorial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_and_Commonwealth_Office#History_of_the_Foreign_and_Commonwealth_Office_main_building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary%27s_Cathedral,_Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary%27s_Cathedral,_Edinburgh_(Episcopal)
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Brook Hall: Looking forward  
The OVH Management Committee is delighted to report that the Ottershaw Village 

Hall charity has received several generous grants and donations over the last year, 

enabling the second phase of the development of Brook Hall to proceed. 

The largest contributions have come through the Landfill Communities Fund: an application 

to Biffa Award for funds to insulate the Hall resulted in a significant grant of about £45,000 

and an application to the CEMEX Community Fund has provided a £13,800 grant towards 

replacing and upgrading the stage lighting infrastructure.  The work that needs to be done is 

long overdue so grants on this scale are a really tremendous boost, meaning that the much 

needed work can be carried out sooner than local fundraising alone would have permitted.  

Local support remains hugely important, though.  Not only does it demonstrate to large 

grant givers that the local community are behind the project but it is paying for smaller im-

provements that are needed. Both legal requirements and technology have moved a long 

way since the Hall was built and there seems to be an ever-growing list of necessary provi-

sions to comply with Health and Safety and other legislation. 

So, the generous donation of £1,200 from the Ottershaw Community Partnership, the     

organisation that runs Ottershaw’s May Fair, will go a long way towards meeting new emer-

gency lighting requirements.  This donation was a truly wonderful and welcome boost to 

funds and was particularly appreciated as it shows real community support.  OVH was also 

given £217 from the Waitrose West Byfleet monthly donations programme, again            

representing very welcome local support. Chertsey Combined Charity has been generous 

again in providing a grant of over £850 towards a hearing loop for the Hall and the continu-

ing support of this local charity is very much appreciated. These, several generous private 

donations, Gift Aid and our own ‘fun and fundraising’ (quizzes, 100 Club etc.) have also 

helped swell the funds to enable these smaller but essential improvements.   

The result of this generosity and fundraising means the next stage of the upgrading of the 

Hall can be progressed with certainty this coming summer (2014). Work on thermal and 

acoustic insulation, as well as the upgrading and improvement of the stage lighting circuits 

and main hall lighting together with several associated smaller improvements, will be      

carried out. This is a very substantial programme of work to be tackled and it will make a 

huge difference to the Hall and to the sort of events that can be held there.   

There is inevitably a downside: the Hall will have to close for July and August 2014 to     

enable the work to be carried out in the roof space.  This is a longer shutdown than had 

been anticipated and closure will cause inconvenience for many regular Hall users. After 

long discussions with the contractor and several alternatives being considered, the conclu-

sion was, though, that the two month closure was the only cost-efficient option for these 

very major works to be carried out. There is no good time to close the Hall but summer has 

been chosen as the disruption will be less at this time than at any other time of the year.   

All  inconvenience is regretted but the committee is grateful for the support it has received 

from Hall users as we all look forward to a much improved Hall from September 2014.   

Since the start of 2014 there have been some changes to our management committee and 

to our regular users.  Martin Slatter, committee member, past chairman and treasurer has 

resigned as he and Shirley have moved away from the village. They take our very best 

wishes with them. The committee has welcomed Mrs Jackie Williams as representative     

of  a new regular user - Ottershaw Night Owls (evening WI). Night Owls has got off to a           

tremendous start and we wish them well. 

Ottershaw Society members are reminded that their representative on the OVH          

management committee, Peter Binns, intends to stand down at the OVH AGM           

in June, after serving for 6½ years. The Ottershaw Society is entitled to have a           

representative on the OVH  committee, so it is very much hoped someone else will 

want to take on this interesting role. Volunteers please contact Sandy Stephens or 

Peter Binns (872844) in the first instance. 

Sheila and Peter Binns 
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Most people in Ottershaw 

know of the Castle Inn in 

Brox Road and a few of you 

may have a enjoyed a pint or 

two in this attractive pub and  

wondered about its history. 

Most of the centre of the  pre-

sent village of Ottershaw  

consisted of such poor soil 

that it was considered to have 

no agricultural value and was 

known as part of the "Waste" 

of the Manor of Walton Leigh, 

in which Ottershaw was located. Around the junction of Brox Road and Brox Lane a few 

cottages had been built in the Waste forming the hamlet of Brox. By the late C18th soil    

cultivation  methods were improving and some of these cottagers had started small      

nurseries. At the 1800 Enclosure Act of the Manor of Walton Leigh, Widow Jane Mansell 

was living at Anningsley Cottage, still there with its thatched roof on the corner of Brox 

Lane. Under The Act she was awarded two more plots where The Castle and Duffins Or-

chard are now. When she died in 1819 she left the cottage, plus the two plots to her son 

John Mansell, to add to his nursery near-by, which he had established by 1788. 

The records are unclear when the Castle was built but in the 1841 census John Mansell is 

in the right area of Brox Road to be living on The Castle site as a nurseryman, presumably 

at this house, which later became the Castle,  but no reference is made to a beer house on 

the site. The first definite reference to the building is in the Chertsey Tithe Records 1844, 

now one plot, and is owned and occupied by John Mansell with house and garden,         

presumably the house that became The Castle Inn by 1848. 

So the building is definitely pre 1844, probably c 1833, with it becoming a beer house early 

1840`s. As a beer house it is not marked on the older maps, only pubs that sold sprits were 

marked, such as The Otter. 

In 1859 Cosson (John Mansell's wife's nephew who inherited the house) leased the beer 

house to Healy’s the brewers of Guildford Street in Chertsey, selling it to them in 1868. In 

1888 the site was auctioned and bought by the two partners Henry Wetton and George 

Simmons, brewers trading in partnership as Healy and Co. In 1890 it was transferred to 

The Friary and Holroyds Brewery Co. Ltd. This company went bankrupt in 1895, under the    

Liquidator of Baron Dennett Holroyd. A new company was formed of Friary, Holroyd and 

Healy’s Breweries Ltd. 

One of the tenants in the 1861 census was William Hoade a beer retailer and nurseryman. 

He was the son of John Hoade of Addlestone and both of them were well known          

nurserymen in the area. By 1865 Hoade was no longer the tenant, but his wife carried on 

the business. He died in 1869, being buried in Christ Church graveyard, his wife Anne died 

in 1893. She had handed the business to William and Emily Cooper, They were followed 

by Charles Brookson. In 1905 the single storey extension on the left was added.   

In 1926 issues of the Surrey Herald recorded that Brookson had put some coals on the 

large fire in the tap room, there was a loud explosion even heard at the local schools. He 

received 6 wounds and some pieces were knocked out of the tap room wall.  A bullet from 

an Army rifle cartridge was found on the floor. It was not known how the cartridge came to 

be in the coals.  

The History of a Local Hostelry 
- The Castle Inn 

Page 4 Newsletter Title 
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In the 1930`s Frank Price was the landlord, and in 1967 it was Jack and Chris Daniels. In 1966 the area to the east 

of the building was sold off for the building of Duffins Orchard houses. In the 1950`s the landlord was Maurice      

Edward Daws and his wife Lilian Alice. In the 1990`s, under Ind Coope Brewery, the lessees are John Barnard & 

June Stewart. 

In  September  2007 John and Sue Olorenshaw became landlords under the ownership of Pub Taverns. They open 

all day, serving excellent beer and wine, not to mention good food. A number of local organisations use the inn’s  

conservatory for committee meetings, a room that can also accommodate small private parties. 

For further information on the history of The Castle and Ottershaw, its Buildings and Open Spaces, please contact 

Hannah Lane. Tel: 873173 or Email lane542@btinternet.com . 

Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 1 

May Fair 
Visit our stall at the Ottershaw Memorial Field on Monday May 5th, 12.00-  4.30pm. As usual several of the commit-

tee will be on hand to tell you about the Society’s activities, both social and in response to concerns from our mem-

bers. 

We will have displays on the latest planning applications which impinge on the village and you may wish to discuss 

their implications with us. 

Of particular interest at the moment is the campaign to save the open space at Palmer Crescent (see article in this 

newsletter). Residents of the crescent will be joining the committee on the stall to raise awareness of the campaign 

and hopefully to raise funds for their barrister’s fees. 

We will also have a display of photographs of the village, old and new, as well as items for sale. Including tea towels, 

maps and key rings. Please visit our stall and see what is going on! 

The Castle Inn continued 

Planning 
Q. What do all these organisations have in common ? 

The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England  Open Spaces Society 

RSPB        Surrey Heath Borough Council 

Surrey Wildlife Trust      Ottershaw Society 

Chobham Society      Sunningdale Parish Council   

Bagshot Society      Windlesham Society    

Chobham Parish Council 

Broomfield Park Sunningdale Residents Association  Heather Drive Sunningdale Residents Association 

A. They all objected to the planning applications for the DERA North Site (RU13/0856) and mitigation site at 

Trumps Farm (RU13/0857).  

And what was Runnymede Council’s view? 

On 2 April 2014 the Runnymede Borough Council Planning committee voted to grant the Trumps Farm mitigation site 

by a majority 14 votes to 4 and the DERA North site by a recorded vote of 9 for and 6 against. The DERA North Site 

has now been ‘called in’ by  the Secretary of State. 

Our Councillors agreed in both cases that it was appropriate development in the Green Belt. 

(All information can be found on the RBC web site.) 

mailto:lane542@btinternet.com
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Celebrating 150 years at Christ Church  

Page 6 Newsletter Title 

Christ Church was given to Ottershaw by Sir Edward Colebrooke in 1864 and shortly   

afterwards the parish was created. Over the years the Church on the hill has contributed 

significantly to village life, whether that has been care for those in need, social activities,  

village events, work in the schools or playing its part in marking major life events including 

baptism, weddings and funerals. It is still here, it is still serving the community and your  

village church is about to celebrate an important milestone. 

This year, 2014, marks the 150th anniversary of Christ Church. It was on 19th 

May 1864 that the church was consecrated and began to be used for services. 

So we are going to celebrate in various ways and hope you will join in. We will be 

thinking about our Victorian past and Sir Edward Colebrooke who provided the 

vision, the land and the money for the building, by holding special services to 

thank God for the church. From 4th - 6th  July, we are holding a Creative Arts 

Weekend open to everyone in the village and the church to take part. We will be 

asking for pictures, flower arrangements and the loan of creations of various 

kinds to decorate our church and halls - knitting, 

pottery, photography, painting, in fact anything    

created by you! Please find the application form to 

enter an exhibit on our website by following the links 

for '150th' or pick up a flier from the church. We then 

invite everyone to come along and enjoy the       

displays. We will also be holding a concert to raise money for 

charity and a wedding celebration for couples married at Christ 

Church. Our outline programme is detailed below so you can 

mark the dates in your diary and make sure you don’t miss out. 

More details of the events will be available nearer the time and 

on our website www.ottershawchurch.com 

Sandra Faccini 

Dates for your diary……. 
 

11th May 

10.30am Celebratory service led by the bishop and the commissioning of our new altar 

frontal 

18th May 

10.30am Informal celebrations, group photograph and burial of our church time capsule 

24th May 

Celebratory peal and bell ringers’ reunion 

7th June 

Victorian workshops for children, to be run in the Parish Centre by Chertsey Museum 

8th June 

10.30 am Victorian Pentecost Service 

4-6th July 

Let’s celebrate! 

Creative Arts Community Festival 

Saturday evening concert by the Wey Voices: Wedding Celebration Service on Sunday af-

ternoon for those married in Christ Church in the past 

11th October 

Harvest Supper with speaker Henry Olonga, Cricketer and activist from Zimbabwe             

Sir Edward Colebrooke 
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Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Save The Park 

It is about three years since the day my neighbour showed me a small notice in the local paper about the proposed 

sale of the land known as “Murray House Play Area” in Palmer Crescent Ottershaw. To this date I remain passion-

ate about protecting the land from development. 

The Ottershaw Society has chronicled our journey and been 

extremely supportive in our efforts so far. A core group of     res-

idents has been active in raising awareness, collecting     signa-

tures for a petition, attending and speaking at various council 

meetings, and finally progressing to Village Green      applica-

tion.  A successful inquiry is the only way that the green space 

may remain as such in perpetuity. 

Following our unfortunate recent defeat at a full Runnymede 

Council meeting by the slimmest of margins, the only way     

forward is to proceed with the planned Village Green Inquiry. 

This, I can confirm, will take place this summer on June 30th 

and July 1st, at the Runnymede Centre. It should be pointed 

out that the article in The Surrey Herald recently was incorrect 

with the venue, although I would like to mention how helpful 

they have been in reporting our story regularly. 

I therefore need to raise £1,000 for the barrister fee as, in order 

to have any chance of winning, one must have legal representa-

tion. I would like to point out that Runnymede Borough    

Council has employed the services of a top QC at a cost of 

£25,000 to act for them!  

 

 

So how can you help? 
 

Please share this information with interested parties 

Please consider donating towards the legal fee via The Ottershaw Society 

Please support the Ottershaw May Fair where we will have a stall within The Ottershaw Society Area 

Please attend the inquiry if you possibly can 

Please ask to complete an evidence form (if you use the park regularly) before the date of the inquiry 

 

Many thanks to you all 

Sue Lewis (Palmer Crescent resident for over 17 years) 
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My grandfather, Charles Stride, was born in Hampshire in the New Forest. His ancestors 

had been foresters for many generations and many Strides still live there. He came to     

Ottershaw aged 19 in 1892 to be apprenticed to Robert Gray, one of the two village      

blacksmiths at Brox Smithy, now Nos.127 and 129 Brox Road.  Soon after the turn of the 

century he had married Louisa Beale from Winkfield and had taken over the Forge, now 

thriving as both a typical farriers and blacksmiths & maker of the 'Brox Cycle'. The telephone 

number was Ottershaw 3! 

In the early years of their mar-

riage, Charles was custodian of 

the public reading room which 

became the Working Mens 

Club, now the Ottershaw Social 

Club. They led a very active life 

in the village, apart from      

business.  He was for many 

years a Churchwarden, a     

special constable and treasurer 

to the Cricket Club. By the 

1920s they had six sons, four of 

whom became involved in the 

business, Charles junior, 

Jack, Bill and Maurice, the 

business having expanded into 

building, a coal and coke mer-

chants and an ironmongers and 

cycle shop. To accommodate 

this Charles Stride had acquired the builders yard at 64-66 Brox Road and built the house 

attached, called 'Clematis'. This was our home for much of my childhood. At that time,     

opposite the house, a corn field stretched right across to the houses in Murray Road. 

The other two brothers went their own way, Eric had businesses in Chertsey before      

eventually returning to Ottershaw as Steward to the Working Mens Club, Cecil was a senior 

engineer at Vickers Armstrong.  All were married with children and lived locally. 

Many houses were built in Ottershaw by my family before and after the Second World War.  

My father, Jack Stride, joined the Army in 1939 and fought throughout the war in France, 

North Africa and Italy.  His brothers were diverted also in the war effort and were all dealt a 

severe blow when my grandmother died suddenly in 1944. 

People in the village all helped each other whilst enduring hardship and bombing raids.  One 

story my mother Nellie told, was of a mysterious heavy suitcase arriving by parcel post from 

my father in some theatre of war abroad.  Upon opening it she was astonished to find it full 

of fresh butter, a commodity not seen for some time. Many families in the village enjoyed 

real butter on their bread that night and asked no questions! 

In the 1950s I sometimes accompanied my father in his builders’ lorry, a three ton Bedford 

with a hand-cranked tipper truck.  A diversion would occur every few weeks in the winter 

when a railway wagon would arrive at Chertsey Station goods yard, loaded with loose coal 

with our name on it. We had only a day’s notice to collect it by shovelling the coal into one 

hundredweight bags, weighed on heavy scales, directly from the wagon into the lorry, before 

delivering to various customers in the area. 

Other times we would leave home in the middle of the night to take a lorry load of flowers or 

boxed vegetables to Covent Garden Market from the Mandry family nurseries in Ottershaw 

(with the lorry washed clean of coal).  Once or twice a year a covered canopy was fitted to 

take the local boy scouts to summer camp, all sitting on their kitbags in the back of the truck, 

pre health and safety days. 

History of the Stride Family in Ottershaw 
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My grandfather passed away in 1954 aged 80 and soon after the family purchased a sizeable piece of land at 25 

Brox Road to relocate the ironmongery business there, to be more in the hub of the village. The original smithy site 

was then re-developed with four houses in 1956.  I still remember a beautiful big chestnut tree which stood outside 

by the road with a huge stone grinding wheel beneath 

it, reminiscent of Coleridge’s famous lines of a village 

smithy.  Inside the wooden shop an all-pervading smell 

of rubber cycle tyres, linseed oil and turpentine, kept in 

barrels, filled the air. 

At the new shop, John Sizmur, brother of Eileen West 

and from another old Ottershaw family, together with 

my uncles, ran the business successfully until his sad 

untimely death in his late twenties. 

Ottershaw has changed inevitably from a country vil-

lage in those days.  At one time I can remember six 

grocery shops, a butcher, baker, two greengrocers, a 

shoe mender and three pubs. The Castle had a lovely 

garden across the front and for many years an almost 

completely white albino blackbird claimed it as his terri-

tory.  A big event in the summer was the Fete and 

Flower Show held in a large field just outside the vil-

lage. Large marquees and stalls contained a wealth of 

local produce and crafts and there were kids’ sports and a sizeable funfair. 

Ottershaw was a wonderful place to grow up in for my sister, brother and me, surrounded by a large extended family, 

including eight cousins. My sister Margaret, being ten years older than me had married Roy Garland from another 

long standing village family. Years later, befittingly his mother, Olive, was to unveil the Millennium sign, designed by 

me in 1999. Roy especially and my brother John were stalwart players in the thriving Cricket Club, the virtual     

weekend social centre at the beautiful ground in Foxhills Road. 

Our builders yard, like the Smithy, was a place full of character and somewhat ramshackle where the family         

conducted business efficiently—but amongst stacks of bricks and paving slabs was a vegetable plot and a huge pear 

tree. After my father passed away the building business was eventually wound up and the yard sold to Mr. Arnold 

who successfully developed the site and extended the house at No. 64 with offices at the back. He in turn sold the 

business to Travis Perkins. 

As the remaining brothers gradually retired, my cousin Des and 

myself continued to run the Ironmongery Shop and a Calor Gas 

business, helped by the family.  I subsequently went back to being 

a commercial artist and Des and his wife Brenda carried on,       

eventually retiring in the 1990s.. The site was sold and redeveloped 

with houses and is affectionately remembered by being named 

Strides Court. 

My wife Sylvia and I married in Ottershaw Church in 1966 and en-

joyed many happy years with our two children in the village. We 

both started a new life in 1999 in Lyme Regis where I continued 

working as an artist and Sylvia continued her work with schools 

travelling the whole South West. 

We still often visit family and old friends although sadly my sister       

Margaret passed away recently.  Still in the village are three of my 

cousins, Des and Keith Stride and Barbara (Poppy) Hodge and 

my brother John now lives with his wife Linda in Chertsey. The 

family now spans six generations in the village. 

I will always look upon Ottershaw as home and it still retains much 

of its unique character despite the march of time. 

 

by Mick Stride  
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Ottershaw Society Communications Update 

We have 5 ways for members to be kept up to date with issues, events & general news related to Ottershaw:  

1. Website (www.ottershawsociety.org) 

2. Email updates from our secretary 

3. The biannual newsletter 

4. The social networking sites Facebook Ottershaw society)  

5. Twitter (@Ottershawsoc).  

 

Website – www.ottershawsociety.org 

The website is a great way to be kept up to date and allows us to be able to share more detailed information with 

you.  You can also access our newsletters, event calendar, planning issues, history of the village, our affiliations and 

other local associations. 

 

Social Media – Facebook (Ottershaw Society) / Twitter (Ottershawsoc) 

Our social media following keeps on growing and has more than doubled in the last 6 months!!  Why not join our 

growing followers and be kept informed easily?   

 

Facebook & Twitter  

Used by the Society to update members with relevant news items as soon as they become known. They also act as 

a newsfeed, providing us with daily updates from local councils, news reporters and government bodies, which we 

forward as appropriate.  

 

If you are new to social media it couldn’t be easier to join in, and get signed up.   

 

Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, upload 

photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends, family, colleagues & other things of  interest to 

you. You can make whatever you want of Facebook by how much you interact & with whom you choose to interact. 

You sign up by entering some details, and preferably a photo of yourself, on the Facebook website. Then you’re 

ready to start posting updates if you choose to or you can just use the site to find old friends, relatives & be kept up 

to date with anything else that interests you. 

Twitter is a free social networking and microblogging service that allows you to answer the question, 

"What are you doing?" by sending short text messages 140 characters in length, called "tweets", to your friends, or 

"followers."  Again you can interact with Twitter as much or as little as you wish by either “tweeting” messages    

yourself or simply “following” people or anything else that is of interest to you, allowing you to be kept up to date with 

whomever you wish. 

 

Social Media is a great way for you to interact with the Society - after all the Society is here for its members 

and we can only represent your views if you make them known to us! 

 

For members who wish to be kept informed only of the major issues, meetings and social events, our email circulars 

remain popular. If you would like to join our circulation list, please email secretary@ottershawsociety.org  

http://www.ottershawsociety.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=what+is+facebook&FORM=HDRSC
http://twitter.com/
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OTTERSHAW CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other) 

If you’re free on a Thursday morning why not pop into CAMEO at the Brook Hall for a cup of tea or fresh filtered cof-

fee and a mouth-watering cake or jam and cream scone. It’s already a favourite of many villagers and you’ll find a 

warm welcome there in its vibrant cafe atmosphere.   

Everyone of any age from 0-100 is welcome, whether after dropping the kids off at school or whilst shopping or    

having a hairdo (or even after feeding the ducks at St.Peters!).  We’re open at 9.15am during term time and at 10am 

half terms and some school holiday weeks, till 12 noon.  (See notices on Christ Church notice board outside Hall).            

If you’re a knitter you can pick up wool at CAMEO to knit hats, scarves and mittens for the Mission to Seafarers.    

We also collect tins of food for the Salvation Army Tin-a-Week appeal.  Our local neighbourhood police call in from 

time to time to chat to residents. 

Surrey Police single non-emergency contact number 101 

Crimestoppers For anonymous information about a crime 0800 555 111 

Surrey County Council 03456 009 009 

Runnymede Borough Council 01932 838 383 

Borough Community Safety Officer 01932 425 065 

Reporting an incidence of anti-social behaviour 01932 425 065 

Surrey County Councillor Foxhills,  

Virginia Water 

Mel Few 01344 842 886 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Chris Browne 07748 151707 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Howard Butterfield 01932 874 318 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Iftikhar Chaudhri  07859 033216 

Contacting your Council and Police 

Do you have an e-mail address, and if so, do we have it? If you would like to be notified of future events and of 

issues that have arisen since our last public meeting or newsletter, please e-mail the secretary, Sandy Stephens,    

so that she can keep you informed! 

Send to secretary@ottershawsociety.org                 Our website is updated regularly: www.ottershawsociety.org 

Cream Tea Afternoons 

Susan Mannveille will once again be holding two Cream Tea afternoons on         

Sat 17th and Sun 18th May in her garden at Touchwood, 238A Brox Road,    

Ottershaw, in aid of Woking and Sam Beare Hospices, between 3pm  – 6pm.    

Admission including Cream Tea  - £5 per person. There will also be a Tombola & 

an Art Exhibition with the opportunity to buy Cards & Art prints .  Any queries  

contact Susan on 01932 872610. Last year we raised over £1,000 for the       

Hospices, please come and support this event again. 

For any further information on the comments in this newsletter or the Society, please contact either:  

Sandy Stephens 01932 874813 or Susan Mannveille 01932 872610 

mailto:cllr.Iftikhar.Chaudhri@runnymede.gov.uk
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Useful information websites 
 

www.ottershaw-village.net  

The Ottershaw-Village.Net is a local information portal designed and administered for the 

benefit of the local community and visitors. 

www.ottershawvillagehall.org.uk – 07704 835543 (Jeanette West)  

Ottershaw Village Hall, also known as Brook Hall, is a charming, traditional, small village 

Hall, serving the community of Ottershaw and surrounding areas. The Hall provides a valu-

able focus for local groups, clubs, societies and social gatherings as well as being available 

for private hire.  

www.ottershawsocialclub.co.uk – 01932 872304  

Ottershaw Social Club is a thriving village club founded in 1883. The club can boast a large 

number of members in the surrounding area in all age ranges, as well as excellent bar pric-

es. 

www.ottershawplayers.co.uk  

A friendly, amateur, community-based drama group based in Ottershaw, Surrey since 1963.  

www.ottershawchurch.com  

Christ Church is a friendly and welcoming Church where you can discover more about the 

Christian faith. 

www.ottershawcofeschools.surrey.sch.uk  

Ottershaw Infant and Junior Schools are located in the heart of the Ottershaw Community 

on two adjoining sites. We cater for children from 3 years of age, at our onsite Nursery, up 

to Year 6 when children are 11 years old and move on to secondary school. Ottershaw 

Schools have a capacity of 460 pupils. 

www.ottershaw-village.net/diary.htm  

Ottershaw Village diary of events 

www.the-castle-ottershaw.co.uk – 01932 872373  

A traditional village pub serving good homemade food and offering a fine range of wines, 

spirits and real ales with a welcoming, friendly and efficient service. 

www.ottershawsurgery.co.uk – 01932 875001 

We are an award-winning, small, friendly practice and aim to provide a personal service 

and a high standard of medical care to all our patients. 

www.surrey.police.uk - Non-Emergency contact number - 101 

Surrey Police is dedicated to providing neighbourhood policing for your area. Their website 

allows you to find out who your local team is and how to contact them and also provides up 

to date information on the area.   

 

Cubs, Scouts & Beavers, Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 

Contact Heather Howell, the Group Scout Leader at cubscouts@ottershaw-village.net 

 

 


