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PRESS RELEASE  

 
NEW COUNTRY PARK IS PART OF REVISED PLANS FOR 
FORMER DERA SITE, LONGCROSS  
 
Enhanced proposals to redevelop the former 40 hectare Defence Evaluation & Research 

Agency (DERA) site north of the M3 motorway at Chobham Lane, Longcross are to be 

submitted by Crest Nicholson and Aviva Investors. 

 

The most significant change is the inclusion of a 30 hectare “country park” for 

recreation and walking, including the reclamation of arable farmland to the south west 

of the site off Kitsmead Lane, known as Trumps Farm. This will be delivered in phases 

as development progresses. 

 
The area was part of the historic Chertsey Common and will now provide public space 

not only for use by the homes and businesses on the former DERA site, but also as an 

important amenity for residents from Longcross and the surrounding areas. It will 

remove some of the existing pressure on the Chobham Common Special Protection 

Area by diverting recreational visitors to the site and away from Chobham Common. 

 

The plans for the north DERA site still feature up to 200 new homes and 79,000 sqm 

of modern office space but the area to the west of the site which borders Chobham 

Common, will now be excluded from these development plans, aside from some 
necessary demolition. 

 

It is expected to provide between 4,000 and 5,000 new jobs. Further jobs, including 

apprenticeships, will also be generated in the construction phases of the development. 

 

Chris Tinker, Crest Nicholson Regeneration Chairman and Operational Board Director 

said: “We are excited to be able to deliver these enhanced proposals including one of 

the largest new areas of public green spaces in the Thames Basin Heath region which 

will provide real community and environmental benefits. 
 

“This scheme will provide many of the vital jobs and homes needed in the area. In 

improving the design of the scheme we have continued to ensure that the traffic 

impacts from our new proposals will be the same or less than those that have already 

been agreed and previously consented in the existing planning permission for the site. 

We are looking forward to continuing to work with the local authorities and 

stakeholders as the application goes through the planning process.” 

 
Councillor Patrick Roberts, Leader of Runnymede Borough Council added “We are very 

pleased to see these enhanced proposals which retain the vital employment uses and 

much needed new homes, and now include such a significant area of public open 

space, which has the capacity to both relieve pressure on the SPA and provide an 

important new amenity. 
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“Once we have received the final proposals from Crest and Aviva we will be consulting 

our local residents and interest groups to make sure this is the best possible solution 

for this opportunity within the Borough.” 

 

The submission of the application follows a public consultation with local residents 

and specific interest groups, further to the far-reaching consultation including a public 

exhibition at the site in June 2012 when people toured the site, viewed the plans and 

discussed them with the development team.  
 

Feedback from the local community, together with input from other stakeholders and 

interest groups, has been carefully considered and, where appropriate and possible, 

incorporated into the proposals within the planning application.  

 

The inclusion of the new Trumps Farm public green space is a result of these 

consultations. 

 

The north site has been a major employment location for over 60 years and was 
initially established for tank design and development. The majority of buildings on site 

are now in poor repair and too out-dated to suit modern businesses. 

 

The current proposals replace plans for an office-only scheme on the site on the same 

scale, which was granted consent by Runnymede Borough Council in 2008.  

 

The existing application will be withdrawn, and the new one submitted to Runnymede 

Borough Council, which will then consider the proposals and undertake its own period 

of consultation. 
 

ENDS | 12 JULY 2013 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Issued on behalf of Crest Nicholson and Aviva Investors by Halogen 
 
For further information please contact Gerwyn James at Halogen:  
T:  020 7087 3260 E: gerwyn.james@halogenuk.com  
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
The plans for the 40-hectare (99-acre) DERA North site include: 

• 79,000 sqm (861,000 sq ft) of new office accommodation 
• 200 new houses including affordable homes 
• 36,000 sqm Data Centre use 
• Ancillary uses such as crèche, gym, cafes and retail units 

 
The existing site contains large areas of hard standing and 76,885 sqm (825,583 sq ft) 
of buildings almost all now dated and in very poor condition. Many of the buildings are 
in temporary usage, some being used for film productions. 
 
Crest Nicholson’s and Aviva Investors’ original plans for a 113,434 sqm (1,220,993 sq 
ft) office development were given planning permission by Runnymede Borough Council 
in June 2011. 


