
   

Hannah Lane has kindly agreed to lead a limited number of walking tours around our 

village. 

The first on Monday 28
th

 May and the second on 25
th

 June.  

Meeting up at the Castle Pub at 10:30 am for coffee and biscuits, Hannah will give a 

short introductory talk before the group set off at about 11am. 

The two walks will take in different areas of the village, one being predominantly to 

the West of the Guildford Road (A320) taking in Timber Hill, Cross Lane, Ether Hill 

and the Memorial Field while the other will focus on the East Side taking in Timber 

Hill, Murray Road, Spratts Alley and parts of Brox Road.   

On route Hannah will point out various buildings and locations of historic interest, and 

explain various local issues and government policies that have led to areas of the 

village being as they are today. 

The walks will take approximately two hours and will finish back at the Castle in time 

for those who wish to partake of liquid refreshments and/or lunch! 

The cost will be £8 per head and after deducting the cost of coffee Hannah has re-

quested the remainder goes to the Ottershaw Village Hall Development Fund. 

Participation is limited to Ottershaw Society Members and each walk will be limited to 

a maximum of twenty people.  

Further walks – Hannah is working on a slightly shorter walk, pencilled in for early 

July, which will be an evening event, details of which will be published later. 

For details of all the walks please watch the village notice board and the society web-

site. 

For more information and to book your place please contact Brian Williams on 

07876 163507. 
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May Fair  May 7th - Ottershaw Society Stall 

The Ottershaw Society is delighted that the May Fair is able to go ahead this year and 

will run its usual stall . Visit us  to catch up on local planning issues, see more photos 

of Ottershaw in years gone by and take the opportunity to buy our new Jubilee mug 

and other items! See you there. 

See back page for 

details 
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Mr Arnold Albon 1926 to 2012 
Ottershaw has lost a valued resident, with the death at home of Mr Arnold Albon. 

He died, shortly after his 86th birthday on Monday the 16th January 2012, after a 

lengthy illness. 

Mr Arnold, as he was known, has been a local character and part of the village for many 

years. He has been very philanthropic in the village, but always anonymously, never seek-

ing the spotlight for his kindness. 

Always the dapper gentleman, he was a long-standing member of the 

Ottershaw Society, the Social Club and also Cameo. He always en-

joyed chatting to everyone; and enjoyed an occasional drink in his local 

pub, the Castle. 

He was a local business man in the building supply industry, and also 

had a great interest in vehicles; restoring a number of Austin “7s” and 

latterly, owning two Rolls Royce cars, the last of which he renovated to 

a very high standard. 

Over the years he took many local brides to their weddings in his cars. 

He would often be seen driving through the village in his car, there was 

always a wave. 

He will be greatly missed. 

His family would like to take this opportunity to thank all who contrib-

uted to the £1,250 collection made at the funeral service. This sum has 

been split in two ways, donating 80% to the Sam Beare Hospice, and 

the remaining 20%, to the Ashford Stroke Klub. 

Many Ottershaw society members, will I am sure, always think of the 

corner near to the builders merchants in Brox Road as “Arnold’s cor-

ner”, perhaps one day it may be renamed. 

The Ottershaw Society once again 

held a  successful New Year Rock’ 

n’ Roll party at the Meath School. 

A short quiz on the 50’s and 60’s 

set by Roger Pashley and Brian 

Seymour got the evening off to a 

good start. 

Following on, our regular band 

Nark Drool and the Shudders en-

sured everyone was up and danc-

ing. They also provided support for 

Ottershaw’s got talent contestants: 

Doug, Bob, Alan and the lovely 

Boardettes, all of whom were very 

entertaining, and gave the evening 

a local touch. 

Everyone enjoyed a particularly 

high standard of culinary contributions and a good time was had by all. Thanks to all who 

helped and particularly to Liz and Doug of www.stressfreehire.com for supplying the lighting 

which created an appropriate atmosphere. 

New Year Party 7th January 

The Boardettes 
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Carol Singing Dec 17th 

We were blessed with a fine day for our 

annual carol singing outside the village 

shops. Our thanks again to Dave Fisher for 

providing a musical lead and also to Brian 

Seymour for leading the singing. 

A constant supply of mulled wine and 

mince pies helped keep everyone in good 

voice. All in all a good start to the festive 

period which raised £110 for the Sam 

Beare hospice. 

Tea Party 18th February 

Another successful tea party took place in the Brook Hall on 18th February, serenaded in 

excellent style as usual by the Martini String Quartet. We also enjoyed recitations by Danny 

Sparks and Lorna Dalgleish. The event was compered  in style by Martyn Day, on loan from 

Nark Drool and the Shudders. Martyn, together with Garry Coker rounded off the afternoon 

with music from the 50’s and 60’s. 

The food, all homemade and provided by members and friends was excellent. Thanks must 

also go to the team in the kitchen and the nippies. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and we 

were able to make a donation of £240 to the Ottershaw Village Hall Development fund 

from the proceeds from the tea and the raffle.  

Cameo 
Looking for somewhere to meet up with your friends for real coffee, tea and homemade 

cakes? Why not come to the Brook Hall on a Thursday morning during term time any 

time between 9.15 and 12noon. We are having a break over Easter but will start again on 

Thursday 26th April.  All are very welcome. Also if anybody would like to help with the cof-

fee making/washing up on a rota basis (you can choose which Thursdays you'd like to 

help), contact Mary Pashley ( Tel 872211 or e-mail maryandroger@ntlworld.com ) 

Recent Talks 
The Brook Hall was bursting at the seams for our local history talks by John Athersuch on 

Ottershaw Park, and Hannah Lane -  More Historical Tales of Ottershaw. In February re-

tired police inspector Terry Johnson had us all appalled and fascinated by his detailed ac-

count of Christie and Evans notorious crimes at 10 Rillington Place. Lastly, an informative 

talk on Woking Palace by local archaeologist Richard Savage. 

The cost of organising these meetings is now substantially more than we charge 

(over £100 for each meeting), so we have decided to put up the cost of entrance with 

effect from next Autumn to £1 (visitors £2)  

mailto:maryandroger@ntlworld.com
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I was born in London in 1944 as the doodlebugs were dropping , but remember noth-

ing of this. My parents, as did many others, moved out to the suburbs after the War. My 

Father set up business as a Grocer , first in Staines, and then in Ottershaw in 1949. The 

shop he bought (one of the units now occupied by the Indian restaurant) was most unusual 

in that it was half grocery and half haberdashery. Needless to say the haberdashery didn’t 

last too long in a small village, although we still have some of the remnants of the stock !! 

In those days there were 6 grocers in Ottershaw and 

the shops were very much village meeting places. A 

chair was even provided to sit on!  My memories are 

of the packing/weighing up of all sorts of produce, 

currants, lard, bacon, ham, etc.....loose bis-

cuits...endless sizes of tins of processed peas.  I 

had to unpack boxes of goods in the storeroom and 

put items first in the storeroom shelves, then onto 

the shop shelves....and then, best of all, burn the 

boxes in the yard at the back. 

My sister and I went to both the village schools. My 

memories are not about the teaching, but about 

such things as the stoves to heat the school room 

(and also warm up the frozen milk in winter !) , the 

generally basic facilities, including the fact that 

one class at the Guildford Road school was held 

in the same hut that still stands to the right of 

the main school building. A teacher managed to 

put his foot through the floor then, and that was 

nearly 60 years ago! Still I must have learnt some-

thing because in my school year only 2 of us passed 

the then 11+ and had the privilege of going to a 

grammar school (Strode’s School) 

I decided (or perhaps my Father persuaded me) to leave school early and become an arti-

cled clerk in the Accountancy world. A fantastic career choice, as I had a successful career 

as a Chartered Accountant. The auditing work that I did for the first 10 years gave me a 

great grounding into all sorts of businesses; Pubs, major High St Banks, Motor parts and 

furniture manufacturers, a Gold mine, Snowdon Mountain Railway, Solicitors, Political Par-

ties etc. and to meet all sorts of people from the shop floor to the Directors.  

My parents were both churchgoers and supported community activities, so I followed in 

their footsteps. I took up bellringing and quickly became Captain. Although bellringing is 

largely a secular activity it does remind everyone where the Church is, and is a national 

heritage in its own right. Apart from the ringing here, my claim to fame is that I’ve taught at 

least 4 other Tower Captains and one person who has rung over 3,000 peals! 

Mary and I met at both Church and a local “Twenties” Club and married in 1969. Our chil-

dren Jacqueline and Stephen and their families, including 6 grandchildren, are now one of 

the biggest parts of our lives. The fact that Jacqueline is a teacher (like Mary) and Stephen 

an Accountant (like me) probably says something about us ! 

Work-wise I eventually wanted something a bit more rewarding and joined a very small 

charity Age Concern England as Finance Director and then stayed 30+ years, as it grew to 

be a really large enterprise.  

I had a deteriorating kidney condition for about 15 years before dialysis became necessary 

in 2010. Fantastically my sister offered me one of her kidneys and I had a kidney transplant 

in December 2010. What a wonderful gift, and I can only urge you all to at least make 

Notable Ottershavians No 7 

Page 4 Newsletter Title 

Roger and Mary 
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your organs available after you 

die, as there are so many peo-

ple waiting (and dying) 

through lack of organs. 

I have always believed we 

should use any skills we have 

more widely and still act as 

Treasurer for Christ Church, sev-

eral local charities and independ-

ent examiner for a few more. I’m 

also a fan of Dr Who (a great 

way of bonding with one grand-

son). In retirement there is also 

more time for watching (or sleep-

ing) at cricket matches and pho-

tography. 

How has Ottershaw changed ?  

Life is definitely more frenetic, 

but apart from the traffic Otter-

shaw is still a great place to 

live.....a good community spirit 

through its organisations and people(CAMEO is an example), and a good location, with 

town and country on the doorstep.            Roger Pashley,  

 

“My memories 

are of the 

packing/weighing 

up of all sorts of 

produce, 

currants, lard, 

bacon, ham, 

etc.....loose 

biscuits...endless 

sizes of tins of 

processed peas.”   

Roger Pashley 

The Pashley’s Shop, Brox Road 

Roger and Mary 1969 

Roger and his sister Lynda in the 1950s  
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Palmer Crescent Open Space 
This green open space of just under one acre and incorporating a childrens playground was 

originally part of the planning conditions placed on the developer of the dwellings in the 

Palmer Crescent and surrounding roads. Now some 25 years later the very Authority that 

insisted on the open space being left for the enjoyment of the many families moving into the 

estate have sold it themselves to balance the books while other sites nearer to their door 

remain unsold. 

Despite vigorous protest and objections from the Ottershaw Society backed by residents 

and other interested parties Runnymede Councillors agreed to sell the land and subse-

quently granted themselves outline planning consent for 12 dwellings and a much smaller 

play area. 

Now armed with outline permission Runnymede are inviting financial bids. The choice of 

bidder will be based on the highest financial offer and the ability of the applicant to develop 

housing.  

Unperturbed by the tide of public opinion over Palmer Crescent, Runnymede have pushed 

on and consulted the public on the potential sale of three other open spaces including the 

one nearest to us at the end of Marley Close, bordered by Ledger Drive and Furze Road 

and home to the Hare Hill Club (although the club site is not included in the proposed sale). 

We have again joined forces with the residents, the local branch of the Campaign for the 

Protection of Rural England (CPRE) and the West Addlestone Residents Association to 

voice our objections. 

McLaren – New Technology Centre 
There was great disappointment at the news that the Secretary of State had decided not to 

call in the McLaren application for further expansion onto nearly 60 acres of Green Belt 

land. The application now returns to Woking where it is effectively approved already and 

awaits only legal agreements before rubber stamping.  

The next stage will be submission of detailed plans. We will be monitoring this but can only 

hope at best to influence any conditions placed upon approval.  

Planning Matters 

Runnymede 

Councillors 

agreed to sell 

the land and 

subsequently 

granted 

themselves 

outline planning 

consent for 12 

dwellings and a 

much smaller 

play area. 
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The ex DERA site at Longcross 
Runnymede Borough Council has recently approved the decision to remove this 

129 hectare site from its Green Belt status. This moves things one step nearer in a long 

saga to allowing the development of up to 2500 new dwellings. This is essentially a new 

town with tremendous potential impact on local settled communities but at the same time 

providing much needed new homes. We will continue to monitor developments as they 

occur.  

News items are 

updated 

periodically 

and we urge 

members to 

bookmark the 

website and 

check regularly 

for updates 

Do you have an e-mail address, and if so, do we have it? If you would like to be noti-

fied of future events and of issues that have arisen since our last public meeting or news-

letter, please e-mail the Secretary, Sandy Stephens, so that she can keep you informed!        

Send to secretary@ottershawsociety.org  

Our newly designed and built website www.ottershawsociety.org has been well received 

by members and villagers.  Our e-petition service was used by a significant number of vil-

lagers to express their concerns to Eric Pickles regarding the McLaren development and it 

will be made available for future items as appropriate.  News items are updated periodi-

cally and we urge members to bookmark the website and check regularly for updates. 

 

For more frequent updates we would welcome new fans on Facebook and new followers 

on Twitter. For members who use facebook, please "like" us at Ottershaw Society.  We 

regularly share articles from the council, police and news bulletins that affect our local 

area and may be of interest to members.   

For members who use twitter, please "follow" us @ottershawsoc 

Regular updates are also sent to members by email.   

If you are not already on our circulation list and would like to receive updates, please email 

secretary@ottershawsociety.org. Our popular newsletters continue to be circulated to 

members twice yearly and the village noticeboard, outside Brook Memorial Hall, displays 

posters with details of key events.  

Web-site/Facebook News 

 

 

 

Surrey Police single non-emergency contact number 101 

Crimestoppers For anonymous information about a crime 0800 555 111 

Surrey County Council 03456 009 009 

Runnymede Borough Council 01932 838 383 

Borough Community Safety Officer 01932 425 065 

Reporting an incidence of anti-social behaviour 01932 425 065 

Surrey County Councillor Foxhills,  

Virginia Water 

Mel Few 01344 842 886 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Frances Barden 01932 850 074 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills 

 

Howard Butterfield 01932 874 318 

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills Paul Francis 01932 873 379 
 

Contacting your Council and Police 

mailto:secretary@ottershawsociety.org
http://www.ottershawsociety.org
mailto:secretary@ottershawsociety.org
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Since the new committee was formed we have been very busy.  The Community Interest 

Company has now been set up and registered at Company  House. 

The field has been booked, letters sent to companies, tourist attractions etc asking for do-

nations. Complementary tickets have been trickling in steadily.  Letters have been sent out 

to stall holders. 

Although the Scouts and Guides are not running the whole May Fair this year, they will be 

making a significant contribution and running several stalls. 

We will have the usual stalls and side shows, a Punch and Judy show, gymnastics 

display, bouncy castle, live jazz band  etc.  There will  be a professional beer tent 

provided by Thyme at the Tavern in Chertsey, supported by North Surrey CAMRA 

branch with Local Real Ale, Draft Lager and Cider, Wine, a Pimms tent and Soft 

Drinks.  

The firm “How Can We Help You” will run the mini food court.  They have provided the 

equipment in previous years and will be staffing the stall themselves this year. 

We would still be grateful for volunteers to help man stalls such as the bouncy castle, if only 

for a one hour shift so we can run a rota.  There will also be a number of children’s games, 

but these will be dependent on the numbers of volunteers,  so we would really welcome 

more help. 

It should be a great day out for all the family so please support us.  Please contact 

Barbara.howse@ntlworld.com or www.ottershaw-village.net for any offers of help, 

suggestions etc.  

Barbara Howse  

Cream Tea Afternoons 
Susan Mannveille will be holding two Cream Tea afternoons on Sat 19th and Sun 20th 

May in aid of Woking and Sam Beare Hospices, in her garden at Touchwood' 238A Brox 

Road, Ottershaw  2.30 - 6.0 pm. Admission including cream tea, ￡3.50 each. There will 

also be a small Art exhibition and a Tombola. Any queries Tel: 01932 874440 

Diamond Jubilee Mug 

The society has produced a com-

memorative Diamond Jubilee mug, 

available for sale at £7.50. One side 

shows the Ottershaw Millenium sign 

and the other side shows the Royal 

Coat of Arms. The mugs are porce-

lain and not recommended for dish-

washer use. They will be available 

at the May Fair but if you would like 

to buy one earlier or are unable to 

get there contact Susan Mannveille 

on 874440. They will also be avail-

able after the May Fair from Susan. 

The May Fair 

Committee 

would still be 

grateful for 

volunteers to 

help man stalls 

such as the 

bouncy castle, 

if only for a one 

hour shift so 

they can run a 

rota. 

 Ottershaw May Fair - update 

For any further information on the comments in this newsletter or the Society, please con-

tact either: Susan Mannveille on 01932 874440 or Sandy Stephens on 01932 874813 

mailto:Barbara.howse@ntlworld.com
http://www.ottershaw-village.net/
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