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Millennium Sign
The idea of a Village Sign to commemorate the 
Millennium was originally proposed by the 
Ottershaw Society. Mick Stride, (who also 
designed the 1871 Historical map of Ottershaw) 
designed the sign and organised the laser 
cutting of the logo and the mounting of it on an 
oak post. He was a local artist and a member of 
the long-standing Ottershaw 'Stride' family. Mick 
continues to be a member of the Society even 
though he has moved away from the village.
The money for the sign was raised by members 
of the village together with a grant by 
Runnymede Borough Council. The brass plaque 
recorded this information, as well as the names 
of the sponsors, the Millennium Resolution and 
other interesting information. Have a look next 
time you are passing. The Trustees of Christ 
Church kindly gave permission for the Sign to be 
erected at the side of Brook Hall so that it could 
be seen as part of the 'entrance' to the main part 
of the village.
The design has now come to represent 
Ottershaw and is used by many village 
organisations.
Ten years on and to coincide with the 
completion of the first phase improvements 
to Brook Hall, the Ottershaw Society has 
taken the opportunity to refurbish the sign 
and install a new energy efficient floodlight. 
The brass plaque has also been refurbished and 
is now back in position. 

Thanks to the committee of the Ottershaw Village Hall
The committee of the Ottershaw Society, and I am sure I can speak for many of our members; wish to 
thank the committee of the Ottershaw Village Hall for their great efforts in bringing phase one of the 
redevelopment to completion.
The whole of this work has been carried out with the minimum of disruption to user groups.
We also need to thank the councillors and the Runnymede Borough Council together with Surrey 
County Council who both provided generous grants for the work.
We acknowledge the generous donations given by many people, to help this redevelopment to happen.
The hall now looks wonderful with a refurbished floor, extra room, lovely new toilets and a fabulous new 
large kitchen. I am sure it will be far more versatile and useful to all users and will be greatly appreciated 
by many people who will use it in the future.
Last, but by no means least we feel thanks are due to David Dunlop and his team at Dunworth Building 
Contractors for all their co-operation and skilled work.
Now we all look forward to phase two, so please if you are able to support, it will be greatly appreciated.
Very Well Done Ottershaw



Reg was born in 1930, within the 
sound of Bow Bells and is proud of 
the fact that this makes him a true 
cockney! His family moved to North Kent 
when he was young, he and his two brothers 
grew up at a time when young people could 
safely explore the countryside, cycling, 
camping, and following other outdoor pursuits.
At Erith County Grammar School he obtained 
entrance to Caius College Cambridge. He 
had to defer his entrance whilst he did the 
mandatory National Service. He had the 
good fortune to be based at a mainly female 
Air Field near Folkestone – this must have 
come as a shock after his all-male Grammar 
School!
Up at Cambridge, he worked hard, played 
Rugby, and became chairman of the 
Geography Society, a post which made him 
many friends, some of whom he still meets 
regularly at well organised re-unions, some of 
them travelling from N.America, Africa etc. 
During his final year he befriended a group of 
nurses in training at Addenbrooke hospital, 
Cambridge, one of whom was Phoebe.
A week after graduating in 1953, he married 
Phoebe. A week after that he emigrated to 
Ottawa, to McGill University in Montreal, 
where he was employed on work for the early 

warning radar system of N America – a 
highly secretive project at the time which took 
him to Ottawa and Labrador. 
After eight years in Canada, where he also 
worked for Canadian Industries Ltd (a large 
chemical company), he returned to England 
with a family of three children and joined ICI 
in Slough, where he became Market 
Research Manager for their International 
Paints Division.
Two more children caused the family to 
outgrow their small semi-detached house in 
Sunbury-on-Thames and Ottershaw became 
their home.
When the beautiful woodland area of Timber 
Hill behind Reg’s house was threatened with 
clearing and possible development, Reg and 
a group of like-minded individuals 
resurrected the former Ottershaw 
Preservation Society, forming the new 
Ottershaw Society in 1981. Reg chaired this 
active group for the next twenty five years!! 
You probably know the rest!
In 1992 he organised the Ottershaw Festival, 
a very happy and successful venture bringing 
together the various groups within Ottershaw 
in a week of different activities and 
culminating with a procession through the 
village to open the May Fair.
He is still involved in many local matters and 
remains the Ottershaw Society's valued 
President. Reg is a sidesman at the 9.0 am 
Sunday Communion Service at Christ 
Church, he is also a member of Chobham 
Golf Club. As a grandfather of 9, life is never 
boring, golf and occasional sailing keep him 
physically fit and happy, so at 81 he is still 
going strong!



Valentine’s Tea Party
Once more the hall was 
crowded with the good 
people of Ottershaw, all 
eagerly awaiting the arrival 
of the attractive Nippies, 
who so gracefully 
dispensed the delicious 
party fare. Tea, cakes, 
beautifully decorated, 
sandwiches and scones, all 
made and donated by 
members and friends of the 
society. 
The tables were dressed 
and the hall bedecked with 

palm plants and subtly lit. It echoed to the refined strains of 
the Martini String Quartet, who donated their considerable 
talents to the party.
The atmosphere in the hall was reminiscent of the Palm 
Court of a Grand Hotel. 
The entertainment began with the talented Danni Sparks 
and Lorna Dalgliesh, who gave renditions from Stanley 
Holloway and Rudyard Kipling. Paul Bungard then joined 
members of the quartet to sing.
The afternoon continued with the special talents of Rebecca 
Coker and her virtuosity with the flute. Many of the audience 
present were visibly moved by the beautiful playing.
The tempo and fun increased as the great chaps of the 
“Captain Panic and the Mickey Mouse Jubilee 
Impersonators” skiffle band, took to the floor completing 
the afternoon’s entertainment in fantastic style. Many sang 
along to familiar old songs.
Raffle and entry raised £400, an extremely generous 
anonymous donor then doubled this amount, and with the gift 
aid tax scheme  this took the total raised for Ottershaw 
Village Hall to over £900 pounds, which was a fantastic 
amount.
The great thing about this event is it is all organised by, and 
food and entertainment provided by, the people of Ottershaw 
and all for the people of Ottershaw. This, I am sure is really 
the Big Society in action; raising money by having fun. Well 
done everyone and thanks to all for your help and generosity.
All too soon the afternoon was over and people went away 
with a smile on their faces, humming the songs and looking 

Thanks to
Roy and Vita
Roy and Vita run our local village 
newsagents Coopers News and the 
Londis next door. A very pleasant and 
friendly couple indeed.
They are a great help to the 
Ottershaw Society allowing us to use 
their frontage and window to display 
notices. They constantly put out and 
take in the society's “A” board; used 
to display all our posters and public 
meeting information. 
The Ottershaw Village Hall committee 
also use the 'A' board to advertise all 
their functions.
As a result, the board is used heavily; 
Roy selflessly takes it in and out on a 
regular basis. 
The Ottershaw Society would like to 
acknowledge their support and offer 
our thanks to Roy and Vita, for their 
valued help with this and all the 
village activities they help us with.  
Having people like Roy and Vita in 
the local shop helps this village to 
function and makes it a more 
pleasant place in which to live.
We would like to appeal to everyone 
to use their store for newspapers and 
sundries.
Our shops are valuable to our 
village life, the out-of-town stores 
make life difficult for small shops 
to continue, we either use them or 
we will lose them. Cream Tea Afternoons 

Susan Mannveille will be holding two Cream Tea 
afternoons on Sat 28th and Sun 29th May in aid of 
Woking and Sam Beare Hospices  in her garden, at 
'Touchwood' 238A Brox Road, Ottershaw  2.0 - 6.0 pm
Admission including cream tea, £3.50 each.
There will also be a small Art exhibition and a Tombola. 
Any queries Tel: 01932 874440

Newsletter 'on-line'
This Newsletter has been produced using different software 
and by the time you read this, it should be available to view 
on our web site: www.ottershawsociety.org

May Fair
Our stall this year was well attended 
and provided a useful opportunity to 
communicate with local residents. 
There was another very interesting 
selection of historical local photos. 
Our popular balloon race ran again 
and members of the committee were 
on hand to help answer any queries.



On the 14 April 2011 Heathrow Airport Ltd. 
issued a notice cancelling the proposed Airtrack 
scheme to run a rail service between Woking 
and Heathrow Terminal 5. This would have 
used existing track from Woking to Staines, 
then new track across Staines Moor. The main 
impact was to be the longer times that the 
barriers would be down at Addlestone and 
Egham level crossings due to the extra number 
of trains. Years of discussions had not  resolved 
this problem. Secondly, due to the present 
economic situation, there was to be no 
Government funding.                    

Planning permission has been granted, at the 2nd 
application, for 7 houses on the road frontage on 
the private open space in front of the existing 
houses.

An application to demolish the 8 existing garages 
at the back of the existing houses and replace 8 
new garages with 4 studio flats has been turned 
down. One reason is that RBC “is currently 
exceeding its housing targets”, note this in 
reference to the item on the Palmer Crescent Open 
Space, opposite.              

The LDF is a series of documents that sets out the criteria for the future of Runnymede Borough. 
Number/type of houses to be built each year, the boundaries of the Green Belt, what infrastructure is 
needed, town centres improvements, retail, Open Spaces, nature conservation etc. Work on preparing 
the first document of the LDF by RBC was well underway, that is the Core Strategy which sets the 
overall structure, i.e. the number of houses to be built each year but not the sites. The latter will come in 
the eventual detailed document on Housing. But, with the new Government in May 2010, work was 
stopped as Ministers announced many changes to the planning system. The South East Plan is still in 
force due to legal challenges to the Government abolishing it without an Act of Parliament, but it will go 
later this year if the Localism Bill gets passed. Now that things are becoming clearer, there are worrying 
changes being proposed to relax the planning rules to encourage more building, including more on 
greenfield sites instead of in the urban areas. RBC has re-started work on the LDF and will be consulting 
residents in the autumn. It is looking at the full range of options. I.e. what the number of new houses per 
year should be, could be more than the 161 in the SE Plan; do they need to build on greenfield sites 
which would mean reviewing the Green Belt boundaries, something RBC had resisted for nearly 30 
years.
RBC are still discussing the future of the 2 DERA sites, both of which are in the Green Belt. The 
permission for the offices on the northern side is still in force and was passed within the present Green 
Belt rules. The Government promise was that when the SE Plan went, the plans to put 2,500 houses on 
the south side would also go. But now that more planning matters are being devolved to local councils, 
RBC has not withdrawn its proposal to remove the south side from the Green Belt, passed early in 2010, 
and is still in negotiations with the owner, Crest Homes. Nothing has yet been decided, as there are 
different views within the Council, but firm proposals are likely to come out in the autumn consultation on 
the LDF.                                                                         

In September 2010 Agrivert Ltd. submitted a planning application to Surrey County Council for an 
Anaerobic Digestion Facility (AD) actually on the land of Trumps Farm, Longcross Road. It is to be 
located to the east of the Wellers Auctioneers building and use the same entrance. AD involves 
biologically treating organic material to generate a renewable green energy for the National Grid. See 
the last Newsletter for full details. The full planning application is on RBC`s web site, number 
RU.10/0872.
Originally the Society was in favour of this as, although in the Green Belt, it appeared that it would be 
taking RBC`s food waste from the new recycling scheme and also from other local Boroughs. Due to 
investigations by our SCC Councillor, Mel Few, it turned out to be mainly for commercial food waste 
being imported from long distances. It has no contacts with any local or county councils to take domestic 
waste, nor will it have. So high numbers of lorries travelling longer distances over our local roads. Also, 
as the main financial incentive is the sale of the produced energy, there is a potential to extend the site in 
this location. More buildings in our Green Belt and even more lorries. Therefore it should be built near to 
the source of the waste material on an industrial site. The Society has now lodged an objection to RBC 
and SCC. RBC has also lodged a strong objection to SCC. The application is likely to be decided upon 
this summer. 



This Open Space was included in the original development in 1986, off Murray Road, by the then 
planning laws. It provides a `kick about space` and a play area for the younger children. It is the only 
green space in this high density development. RBC say the reason for the sale is that it is short of money 
due to the Government cutting its grants. It does not need to build on this site as it “is currently 
exceeding its housing targets”. Figures show that the Memorial Field, with its open space and play 
area, is too far within current guide-lines to easily walk there as an alternative open space. So the 
proposals include the re-provision of the younger children`s play area, but provision of an older children’s 
play equipped area in the woods of Hare Hill Open Space. This site has a nature conservation 
designation (SANGS, see the Autumn 2009 Newsletter) to retain it as a natural area for walking, quiet 
recreation and for nature conservation. There has been strong opposition from residents throughout the 
village and in the surrounding areas of Hare Hill to these proposals, with many petitions and individual 
letters of objection to RBC. We have had support from some local councillors but unfortunately not all. 
We await a decision from RBC.                                                                                        

For further details on any of these items please contact Hannah Lane at lane542@btinternet.com 

You are probably aware 
that for several months 
now we have been 
without a designated 
Neighbourhood Police 
Officer in Ottershaw, 
after the relocating of 
PC Anita Clark to 
Addlestone. 
During this time we have 
been ably cared for by 
PCSO Nicki Brumell 
(who has been joined 
this year by PCSO 
James Barrett).   We are pleased to report that from 
April we also have a new PC,  PC Eugene Treblanc, 
to keep an eye on local affairs.                   

You will see them around the village to talk to, and 
don’t forget that you can leave them a message on the 
Surrey Police switchboard 0845 125 2222, or send 
an e-mail to runnymede@surrey.police.uk and they 
will get back to you.   You can visit them at the police 
station at Addlestone or they are generally able to 
make home visits.    All matters are treated with the 
utmost confidence.                         

They also hold regular panel meetings at Brook Hall, 
which are always on Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.00 pm. 
During these they report on any recent crimes that 
have been committed in the area, have eg a talk on 
fire safety, or from a police dog handler, and listen and 
respond to problems aired by the villagers in 
attendance.    The dates for the rest of the year are:   

12th July
6th September
8th November

We have had two meetings in Brook Hall 
this year so far, having had to postpone 
Hannah Lane’s talk on “More Historical 
Tales of Ottershaw” in February because of 
the renovation works going on in the hall. 
(Don’t be disappointed though!    Hannah 
has promised to give this talk during next 
season’s programme.)

Our first talk this year was by Chris 
Howkins.  (You may remember he 
entertained us in October with a talk on 
Saxons in Surrey.)   In January he talked 
about the Sweet Chestnut, how it arrived in 
the country and its uses throughout the 
centuries.   He mentioned various 
industries in Surrey that depended on the 
Sweet Chestnut and the parks where we 
could see magnificent specimens still today.

n March we were entertained by Iain 
Wakeford who gave an illustrated talk with 
numerous old photographs of Woking and 
surroundings, all of which had been 
mentioned in  H.G.Wells’ “War of the 
Worlds”.   It was certainly an interesting 
experience to see the old photos, eg of 
Horsell Common and Guildford Road and 
link them to events in the book.

Our next meeting will be in the Autumn, for 
our AGM and social evening.   As usual it 
will start at 8.00 pm and will be held on 
Tuesday, September 27th.   We look 
forward to seeing you then.



Contacting your Council and Police
Surrey Police  Non-emergency contact number 0845 125 2222

Crimestoppers For anonymous information about a crime 0800 555 111

Surrey County Council 03456 009 009

Runnymede Borough Council 01932 838 383
Borough Community Safety Officer 01932 425 065
Reporting an incidence of anti-social behaviour 01932 425 065

Surrey County Councillor Foxhills, Virginia Water Mel Few 01344 842 886

Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills Frances Barden 01932 850 074
Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills Howard Butterfield01932 874 318
Runnymede Borough Councillor Foxhills Paul Francis 01932 873 379

e-mail alerts - an update
In two previous newsletters I asked if anyone 
was interested in receiving “alerts” from the 
Society via e-mail.   Only five people responded! 
However, the recent flurry of activity over the 
planning application for Palmer Crescent and 
the need to quickly inform as many people as 
possible about it, is a perfect example of why we 
should have this facility.

At present, our contacts with the full 
membership of the Society are limited to the two 
newsletters per year and the notice of the AGM 
which is sent out at the end of August.   Those 
who attend the meetings at Brook Hall once a 
month during the winter receive any news there 
might be on current issues, but that is only 10-
15% of our membership.   We do put notices on 
the board outside Brook Hall, but it is not clear 
just how many people go to read that board, and 
we use the A-frame board outside Cooper’s 
Newsagents to advertise meetings.   

BUT, there is a large part of the year when 
issues might arise that we think you should 
know about as soon as possible and that are 
some weeks, even months away from our next 
written communication with you.   In such 
cases we should like to contact as many as 
possible via e-mail, in the hope that the 
information will then filter round the full 
membership far more rapidly than it does at 
present.

SO, please send your e-mail to the Secretary, 
Sandy Stephens, so that she can get the alert 
system up and running!  Send to:
secretary@ottershawsociety.org 

Ottershaw Players
Returning to The Brook Hall for their next 
production, the Ottershaw
Players will be performing "Rumours" by 
Neil Simon from 1st to 4th
June ........

A farcical play - set in a posh suburban 
residence - "Gunshots - absent hosts - 
exploding shaving cream - Can the guests 
prevent scandal, avoid culinary casualties 
and extract Cassie's crystal from the toilet
..........."
Not to be missed!

Tickets £10 each, available from 01932 
241341, 07855 115397 or online from
boxoffice@ottershawplayers.co.uk

Village Diary
If you would like a copy of this delivered to your 
in-box, just e-mail maryandroger@ntlworld.com
with the words "Village Diary Request" and the 
diary will be sent to you each time it is updated.



Surrey County Council News - April 2011
1. Foxhills Road revised speed limits now effective

2. Fletcher Road and Ottershaw Primary School traffic problems

3. Surrey to host two Olympic Cycling events 

road closures,

* Test event: 
* Olympic Event: 

4. New Road Contract commences from April

llr.Mel Few

STOP PRESS   -   Anaerobic Digester
Runnymede Borough Council planning committee met on the 11 May to discuss the Anaerobic 
Digester application.
The result of this discussion was that the committee raised objections to this proposal to Surrey County 
Council.
The reasons given were as follows.
1 It was considered that the scheme was an inappropriate development on a un- developed site in 
the green belt.

The applicants have failed to demonstrate very special circumstances to allow inappropriate 
development within the green belt. There was insufficient local need for the facility.
This fitted well with the objections raised by the Ottershaw Society in their letter to the RBC planning 
committee.
N.B.  Keep up the pressure
The plans still have to be considered by Surrey County Council, so now is the time to lobby your local 
Surrey County Councillor Mel Few if you are not in favour of this issue.



Brook Hall update from Peter Binns
your OVH Management Committee Rep 
Many of you will have seen the progress at the Hall – as this goes to press , the First Phase extension is 
almost complete.

Since last November, when 
the Mayor ‘broke ground’ 
and the builders moved in, 
the old ‘committee room ‘ 
has been rescued, step-
free access to the main 
door provided, the 
extension housing the new 
toilets, kitchen and 
meeting room has been 
built                       (with 
step-free access to 
outside) and the main hall 
floor has been cleaned and 
resurfaced.  Phew!!!

Progress initially seemed 
very slow due to the very 
bad weather and the fact that 
building regulations required 
the foundations to be much 
deeper than originally 
planned.  Work on the old 
‘committee room’ (to the right 

of the stage) was not originally planned for now but subsidence had made it an urgent necessity.  As it 
turned out, it was probably a blessing in disguise as its rebuilding has allowed the installation of a 
modern toilet with hand basin and limited kitchen facilities permitting the hall to remain in use throughout 
the building period.  The room will become a comfortable dressing room when it ceases to be a kitchen.

The new toilets in the extension require finishing details but have been in use for a fortnight or so and are 
plainly much appreciated.  The meeting room will be floored and usable very shortly. The kitchen is 
largely finished but the obstacle to its completion is what has at times seemed the intractable issue of 
moving the gas meter just a few feet to the new outside wall.  It currently remains where it has been for 
the last several years but whereas it used to be on the outside wall, it now sits indoors, inconveniently 
blocking the door from the new meeting room!  After many hours spent in consulting gas suppliers, the 
problem seems to be resolving and it is hoped that the move will be soon allowing the kitchen to be 
completed.

The Ottershaw Village Hall Management Committee are delighted that it has been possible to keep the 
Hall open throughout the building, except for just two weeks, both of which were in school holidays when 
the Hall is very much less busy than usual.  This has required considerable flexibility on the part of our 
builder, Dunworth Building Contractors Ltd, and that and their competence has been greatly appreciated. 
It was very much regretted that one of the closures meant The Ottershaw Society had to cancel a 
meeting and your continuing enthusiastic support, despite this disappointment, is very much appreciated. 
Indeed, the committee is very grateful for all the support it has received from users, most of whom have 
been very understanding as they coped with the dust and grime that inevitably accompanies building 
work.  We have been amazed that, despite the dust and inconvenience, bookings have actually 
increased during the building period. 

We still have a long way to go to completely modernise the Hall and fundraising continues. 
Thanks again to The Ottershaw Society for all your support.

For any further information on the comments in this newsletter or the Society, please contact either:
Sandy Stephens 01932 874813 or Susan Mannveille 01932 874440




